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In honor of the 2007-2014 GT500s’ run 
coming to a close, Shelby American 
pays tribute with the release of a 2014 
Shelby GT500 Super Snake Signature 
Edition. The Super Snake concept is 
based on the 1967 Shelby version, a car 
made by Carroll Shelby for Goodyear 
Tires,that has long been considered the 
halo of the iconic pony line-up. 

Shelby GT500 Super Snake 

Signature Edition Unveiled 

http://www.mocsem.com/
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The Boss's Corner 
 
By Mike Rey 
MOCSEM President 

 
 
 
 
Happy New Year! 2015! 

 Happy New Year to everyone! Well let me start out by 
saying wow what a year 2014 was for MOCSEM! The 
questioned asked to me each and every year after the show 
is "How and the hell are you gonna top that"?????  And yet 
we always find a way to do so. With last year being the 50th 
Anniversary year of events, it would be crazy to try and top 
that until the 75th Anniversary Events! So this year we will 
NOT be trying to top last year’s events. 2015 Club motto 
will be "Let's Have Fun" and that is what we intend to do 
exactly.  I have recently heard rumors that I had a personal 
goal of 1,500 cars this year. NOT true. But with that being 
said with our registration fee being cut in half this year to 
$25 for Pre-Registration Cars, we could actually very easily 
hit 1,500 cars. If people wanna know my goal, it is to remain 
consistent each year with 1,000 + cars. To me that is such 
an amazing feat for a one day event anywhere in the world. 
We are taking in all of the feedback from last year’s event 
to try and give everyone the best experience possible each 
and every year, one question asked strongly is about would 
we go back to judging cars this year. Well we are still in 
discussion about that, but the feedback strongly favors 
keeping it the way we did last year, as most people got to 
enjoy the show, see more, talk to people, demanded less 
workers for the club and overall the day went much 
smoother than ever before. So like I said it is still being 
discussed and ideas passed around, so nothing has been 
decided as of yet but probably have an answer in February 
or March at the latest. We just want to provide the greatest 
overall experience of a show we can for everyone who 
attends. So always know that is what is our mission. Hope 
everyone had a great Christmas & New Years!  We are 
preparing to head to our annual overnight and installation 
of new board members in a couple weeks, and looking 
forward to see how much of a changeover can make a 
positive impact on the club as a whole and will encourage 
others to step up soon future to take this club into the future! 
We have special guests already secured through May each 
and every month, so make sure you attend our monthly 
general meetings! See everyone soon! 

Mike 

 
 
 
 

About the Club 
 
The Mustang Owners Club of Southeastern Michigan 
(MOCSEM) was founded in November 1975 by a group of 
individuals with the desire to protect and preserve the 
Ford Mustang as one of the most attractive and fun filled 
cars ever made. We are enthusiasts of all ages with a love 
affair with the many generations of America’s Premiere 
Pony Car. Whether it’s a coupe, convertible or fastback 
from 1964½ to the current model or the 2004 Cobra, we 
love them all. The mission of club members is to collect, 
restore, and preserve the history of the Mustang along 
with the stories of the people and the roles that they 
played in making this one of the great cars of the 20th 
Century. Although ownership is not a requirement for 
membership, your enthusiasm, expertise, and / or love of 
the automobile are most welcome. 
Many of our club members own one or more Mustangs in 
varying body styles, models and years. Club members are 
always exchanging information, providing sources for 
parts, literature and helpful hints for restoring or 
maintaining their Mustangs. Our members are a diverse 
group of individuals, located throughout Southeastern 
Michigan and all share a great appreciation for the Ford 
Mustang. Our general membership meetings are held on 
the second Tuesday of each month. Our monthly 
newsletter, The Accelerator, provides the members with 
reports on club activities, technical information, 
advertisements and business service locations and more. 
Some club activities include car shows, picnics, sporting 
events, cruise nights and technical sessions. 

 

 

 

General Meetings 

 
General membership meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at: 

  Warren Valley Banquet Center 
  26116 W. Warren Ave. 
  Dearborn Heights, MI 
  (313) 561-1040 

A buffet dinner will be served at 6:30 pm for $13 per-  
person which includes beverages. So come early and 
socialize over dinner. The dinner menu will vary every 
month and will be published on the event calendar at 
www.mocsem.com. General meetings are open to the 
public and are a great chance to learn more about the 
club. 

 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter  

http://www.mocsem.com/
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The Accelerator is published monthly as the official 
newsletter of MOCSEM and is available on the club’s web 
site at www.mocsem.com. If you would like to receive or 
stop receiving a hard copy of the newsletter in the mail, 
please contact the Editor with your name and address.  

All correspondence concerning The Accelerator should be 
directed to the Editor: 

Bridgett Davis 
863-797-3826 

Brdgtt2011@live.com 

 
Membership 

 
Membership dues for MOCSEM are $35.00 USD per year. 
To join, download the membership form from 
www.mocsem.com or just pick one up at one of our events 
and send payment to: 

MOCSEM 
PO Box 39088 
Redford, MI 48239 

Classified ads are available to MOCSEM members free of 
charge and run online and in The Accelerator for 3 
months. Articles and classified ads for The Accelerator 
must be submitted to the editor by the 15th of the month to 
be considered for publication the following month. 
Submissions may be edited for content and grammar. 
Except as noted, all published articles become the 
property of MOCSEM and may not be reprinted without 
permission of the editor. Views and opinions expressed in 
the newsletter are not those of the club, officers, 
membership, editor or advertisers. MOCSEM, Inc. does 
not necessarily endorse the businesses and/or services 
which advertise in The Accelerator. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           2014 Board of Directors 

 

President 
Mike Rey 

aces16@comcast.net 
313.304.5244 

 

Vice President 
Lonnie Brammer 

Ikbrammer1970@gmail.com   
734-546-1405         

 

Treasurer 
Rich Kocan 

rkocan@twmi.rr.com 
248.349.2114 

 

Secretary 
Dawn Davis 

inbrook151@yahoo.com 
313.937.3808 

 

Membership 
Sarah Cassette     

Sarahcassette@hotmail.com 
734-770-0085  

 

Social Director 
Jennifer Smith    

dutashark@yahoo.com    
734-755-8250  

 

Web Administrator 
Craig Zygmunt 

craigzygmunt@comcast.net 
734.765.8066 

 

Accelerator Editor 
Bridgett Davis   

Brdgtt2011@live.com  
863-797-3826 

 

Accelerator Assistant 
Editor 

Becki Belcher 
Bbsaleen317@gmail.com  

317-777-3311 

 

 

Merchandise 
Tracey Rey 

aces16@comcast.net 
313.304.0701 

 

Sergeant of Arms 
Mike Sové 

mi66stang@comcast.net 
248.355.1477 

 

Trustee 
Bill Davis 

Inbrook151@yahoo.com 
313-937-3808 
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General Meeting 
Minutes  
 

By Dawn Davis 
MOCSEM Secretary 
 
Board Members Present:   
 

Mike Rey, Ken & Kathy Janus, Rich Kocan, Craig 

Zygmunt, Mike Sove, Ken Kirchoff, Melissa Palmquist, 

Dawn Davis, Lonnie Brammer, Jennifer Smith, Sarah 

Cassette, and Bill Davis  

 

Board Members Absent: Dave Kalinowski and Tracey 

Rey   

 

Santa arrived at 7:00 pm with gifts for all the member’s 

children and grandchildren. Thank you to Santa and 

Jennifer Smith for making this a memorable evening for 

the kids.  

 

Mike Rey brought the meeting to order and introduced the 

current board and new board members. He presented 

donations from MOCSEM to Angelia Hospice, JDRF, 

American Cancer Society, Humane Society of Monroe 

County, Plymouth Canton Music Booster, VA Hospital of 

Ann Arbor and Bennetts Beavers, who brought wooden 

toys for Santa to give out. MOCSEM exceeded $10,000 in 

donations this year. We also had 3 Marines there to collect 

the member’s donations for Toys for Tots. MOCSEM 

takes great pleasure in giving back to the community.     

 

Mustang Memories will be Sunday August 16, 2015 at 

Ford Product Development Center (PDC). This is the 

same weekend as the Woodward Dream Cruise. Events 

will begin on August 9, 2015 and end with Mustang 

Memories. We will celebrate 50 Years of Shelby and the 

25th anniversary of the 7-UP Mustang. Mike has been 

contacted about using Memorial Park in Lincoln Park for 

the Downriver Cruise. Memorial Park will hold 150-200 

cars and there will be no charge to MOCSEM. The 

membership thought this would be a great place to park. 

The Board Overnight will be January 16-18, 2015. They 

will be planning upcoming events, going over the By-

Laws and budget. If there is anything you want the board 

to go over, please let Mike know so it can be added to the 

agenda.  MOCSEM’s theme for 2015 is going to be “Let’s 

Have Fun”. Mike wants to bring more benefits for all 

members to enjoy their cars. 2015 is the 40th Anniversary 

of MOCSEM, we are the 3rd oldest Mustang club in the 

country.   

 

 

Special Guests – Jim Owens, 50th Anniversary Events, 

BOSS/Shelby Marketing Manager.  Jim has been involved 

in the performance area since 1999. He worked for Carroll 

Shelby for 4 years and went back to Ford when Carroll 

Shelby’s health started failing. He said what we did for 

Mustang Memories was the pinnacle of the 50th 

Anniversary of the Mustang in the home of the Mustang. 

In 1965 Carroll Shelby took the “secretary’s car” and 

turned it into the car it is today. He made the car a rock 

star.  He brought a wonderful presentation about the 2016 

GT350, including some never seen before video about the 

car. He thinks this car will generate passion and energy 

from all car owners.   

 

Board Reports – There were no board reports tonight, but 

on behalf of all the board members I would like to wish 

everyone a wonderful holiday season.   

 

There was no 50/50 or Bucket tonight  

Dinner – Don Crawford.  

Dawn Davis, Secretary 

 

Upcoming Events 

Many events are being planned this year to celebrate the 

50th Anniversary of the Mustang. Sign up early to reserve 

your place in history. Events and information can change, 

please refer to the MOCSEM website for up to date 

information. 

 

*MOCSEM General Meeting                                                                                                         

  January 13, 2015 at 7:30 pm 

  Warren Valley 

  

*Spring Swap & Shop at Village Ford         

  March 14, 2015 at 8:30 am 

Mike Rey and Jim Owens   
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New MOCSEM Additions 
 

Jennifer Smith, MOCSEM Social Director  
 

Happy New Year everyone!  First, let me introduce myself.  Even though I am new to the board, I 

have been a MOCSEM member since 2011.  The love of Mustang and Ford was passed down to me 

from my father, a now retired Ford employee.  My husband Bill and I bought my dad’s 1991 GT 

convertible in 2010 with a promise to keep it in the family.  We split the warmer months between the 

Mustang and MOCSEM events, our 2008 Harley, and providing pit crew support for my family that 

loves to race motorcycles at Milan Dragway and Indianapolis! As your new social director, I am 

seeking input and ideas for the 2015 calendar.  At the next board meeting, we will be starting to 

arrange the major calendar events, and I am open to any suggestions.  I look forward to seeing you all at the January 

meeting at Warren Valley!   

 
 

 

Bridgett Davis, MOCSEM Editor and of Accelerator  
 

Greetings and Happy New Years to the MOCSEM family.  A long time Mustang enthusiast I am 

over joyed and full of excitement to have been invited to join such a great organization as the new 

Editor of the Accelerator. Looking forward to bringing you the latest and greatest on all things Ford 

Mustang related, it is my pleasure to join the family. Having a passion for all things Mustang 

currently the owner of a 2013 Mustang GT, I gained my love early on for the iconic horse as a 

young girl in my hometown of Indianapolis, Indiana spending many a weekends with my dad and 

brother at local cars shows and at the track.  Currently a freelance contributor for Stang TV, Ford Racing Nation and 

Mustang Driver, living and breathing the Mustang is a way of life that I take great pleasure in sharing with other like-

minded enthusiasts. As your new editor I look forward to not only keeping you up to date on all things Mustang but 

showcasing all MOCSEM activities and providing a forum for members to share their Mustang experiences through-out 

the year. I look forward to getting to know all the wonderful members. Please feel free at any time to contact me or 
provide suggestions on what you might like to see in the upcoming MOCSEM newsletter.  

 

 

Becki Belcher, MOCSEM Assistant Editor of Accelerator 
 

Growing up in the racing capital of the world, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, I spent 

uncountable summers at that track.  We were also regulars at the Indianapolis Speedrome, Home of 

the World Figure 8.   Most of us will always remember it as Kitley Speedrome.  My mother drove a 

1970 Grabber Blue Mach 1 and my father owned many types of muscle cars including the mustang, 

but never held onto any of them.  He was more into modifying and selling them.  Everything he 

touched turned into more torque.  Mustangs, racing, and competing have always been a part of who 

I am; I have been this way my entire life.    In 2011, after two years of searching and much research I purchased my very 

own Mustang, a 2008 Saleen S281 #26.  Currently, she is all stock despite the many temptations I have had over the 

course of owning her.  I will not go as far to say she will remain that way, but for now she sits untouched.  This purchase 

changed my entire life.  Through this I gained a broader view of mustang lifestyle.   A lifestyle I have graciously 

embraced throughout the years.  Not only fueled by these passions, I have always loved photography and writing.  This 

year has brought me so much opportunity and fulfillment within the Mustang community.  I was able to travel to many 

events, shows and races capturing the one thing that brings us all together, mustangs.  It stands out above anything in my 

life.   To be able to engage in your passions on a daily basis is truly a dream come true.  Every day in some form, I am 

able to communicate, network and share my passions.  When I think of mustangs, I think family, community and a way of 

life.  I call this, “my people”.   
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  Detailing Tips and Secrets by John Long  
 

The Wheel Deal  

 

Cleaning and maintaining your Mustangs wheels and tires complete the 

unique character our cars exhibit. Let’s discuss some detailing tips to get 

your wheels and tires that amazing look!  

 

To really get your wheels and tires to pop, it’s best to remove them, one at 

a time or all four. Always use jack stands with the floor jack. It’s also 

beneficial because you can check your brake components, suspension and 

tire condition. After securing the car and removing the wheel it’s 

recommended to wash and rinse the loose dirt and brake dust off. I start 

with the back of wheel first. Mix a double dose of your favorite car wash 

in a bucket, you could also use a dish washing liquid for a grime cutting solution, or an automotive all-purpose cleaner. 

Use a strong spray of water to loosen dirt, then spray with a generous portion of your favorite wheel cleaner and let sit a 

couple of minutes,( be careful if you have chrome wheels, use a chrome wheel cleaner, as these are non-acidic to prevent 

etching and spotting). Use a tire and wheel brush and dip it into your car wash solution and scrub to loosen stubborn dirt, 

keeping the brush rinsed with wash. Toothbrushes or soft parts cleaning brushes help with crevices. Hose off and spot 

clean as necessary. If the wash water gets too dirty from the backside, mix a clean bucket of wash for the front side and 

repeat the procedure. If you think the brush will leave scratches on the show side, use a soft sponge or dedicated 

microfiber cloth to clean. After rinsing thoroughly, you’re ready to clean the tires. Use your favorite tire cleaner spray or 

foam, agitate with a stiffer brush and let sit a couple minutes and rinse with a strong spray of the hose. If you use tire 

dressing this might take a couple of times to get it completely clean. I let the tire and wheel drip dry a little while I clean 

the wheel wells, suspension and brake components. You could use a waterless or rinse free car wash, but if they’re really 

dirty, I spray with water, and use the wheel/tire wash soap we used earlier with a wheel well or tire brush. If there’s 

excess brake dust or road grime, I use disposable gloves if I use a stronger cleaner for skin irritation. Rinse and spot 

clean if necessary. Let your wheel well air dry and wipe down the wheel and tire before you get water spots. After 

everything is clean and dry, I inspect the brake and suspension components, tires and wheels for wear and tear. If things 

look good it’s time to 

protect and beautify!  

 

There are several products 

you can use for wheel 

wells, plastic and rubber 

parts. I use 303 Aerospace 

Protectant for these, and a 

synthetic wax sealant for 

powder coated and painted 

parts, and a metal polish 

for shiny suspension parts. 

As for the wheel and tire, I 

like to start polishing and 

protecting the wheel first, 

in case I get product on 

the tire, it’s easier for me 

to clean it off. If your 

wheels are in good shape, 

you can use a synthetic 

wax sealant to protect 

against corrosive brake dust and road 

grime. This includes painted, clear 

coated or chrome type wheels. If you have some oxidation or rust, pick a metal polish based on what type of surface you 

have on the wheel. If you have a metal alloy with a clear coat, make sure your polish is clear coat safe, (like for your 
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paint). If you have bare aluminum wheels, as when your polishing cloth turns black from aluminum oxide residue, then 

you can use a more aggressive cleaner, 

such  

as Flitz, Wenol Red or Blue Magic 

Metal Polish. I recommend a metal or 

wax sealant after cleaning to protect 

the surface from oxidation. Chrome 

wheels are coated with metal instead 

of clear coat or paint and can be 

polished with a good chrome polish, 

such as 3M, Mothers, Simichrome or 

Wenol Blue. Also use a metal or wax 

sealant to protect after cleaning. Don’t 

forget your lugnuts, clean the same as 

your wheels. I like to apply tire 

dressing after I mount the wheel back 

on the car, but still off the ground for 

full coverage. Before mounting I apply 

an anti-seize compound to the wheel 

studs for ease of removal the next 

time. There are all kinds of tire dressings. Solvent, oil or silicone-based for a high gloss wet look, or a water-based 

dressing for a satin finish, all which can be sprayed or wiped on.  

 

 I prefer the water-based liquids to use with a flex foam applicator. Two thin coats ensures total coverage. Don’t forget 

to torque your lugnuts to proper specs when all done.  

 

These tips are for deep clean detailing, but makes it easy to maintain from week to week for cruises and car shows. Now 

you are ready to roll! 
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Latest News on All Things Mustang 
A New Breed of Performance Starts with Ford EcoBoost Engines 

 

Ford’s award-winning EcoBoost® engine lineup not 

only has great EPA-estimated fuel economy ratings, it 

is also becoming a favorite family of engines in the 

performance tuning community. 

 

From the infancy of the automobile, tinkerers have 

always chased more power by removing original 

components and replacing them with expensive 

aftermarket parts. This can lead to added performance, 

but at a cost to fuel efficiency, durability or driving 

comfort most owners would never accept. 

 

For example, while replacing a camshaft can result in 

added horsepower, but typically a smooth idle must be 

sacrificed. Replacements can include new exhaust and 

intake manifolds, high-flow fueling systems and 

sometimes superchargers. This kind of tuning requires 

significant know-how and for the vehicle to be out of operation for some time. 

 

Now, with the advent of computer-controlled engines, tuners have begun modifying a vehicle’s original programming 

for increased engine performance in the areas they choose. The technologies in Ford EcoBoost engines make their 

efforts even more effective. 

 

Advanced EcoBoost technology includes direct injection, variable cam timing and turbocharging that, together, offer 

excellent power density and EPA-estimated fuel economy ratings straight from the factory. In the hands of engine tuning 

experts, tweaking these attributes can result in tremendous gains in horsepower and torque output, at an inexpensive 

price tag.   

 

A programming handset from Ford Racing offers a perfect example of the tuning possibilities. For Focus ST’s 2.0-liter 

EcoBoost engine and Fiesta ST’s 1.6-liter EcoBoost, Ford Racing offers ProCal, which any performance enthusiast can 

purchase at FordRacing.com for $595. Plug the device into the car’s diagnostic link connector port in the driver’s side 

footwell to tap into the many aspects of the car’s performance – anything from throttle response characteristics or idle 

speed, to turbo wastegate control, to fuel curves and spark timing. 

 

While these settings should be modified only within recommended limits, the resulting performance gains with Ford-

tested programs can be impressive. Focus ST owners, for example, can expect up to a 90 lb.-ft. increase in torque – all 

while maintaining the Ford-backed limited warranty. 

 

Ford Racing is developing custom engine calibrations for the all-new Mustang 2.3-liter EcoBoost, with a product 

expected on the market by the end of 2015. 

 

Not all enthusiasts are concerned about maintaining their factory warranty, and for those Ford has committed to working 

with aftermarket tuning companies to enable the development of high-quality parts and accessories to maximize the 

performance of Ford vehicles. Aftermarket tuners have achieved impressive performance gains for the all-new 2.3-liter 

EcoBoost I-4 in the 2015 Ford Mustang. Several tuners, including Mountune and Full-Race Motorsports, showcased 

their modified EcoBoost Mustangs at the 2014 SEMA Show. 

 

By working with respected turbocharging engine experts from around the world including Mountune and Full-Race 

Motorsports, Ford is demonstrating a commitment to a new breed of forced-induction performance. Expect to see more 

exciting new options from Ford Racing in the near future. 
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Ford Motor Company to Sell New Shelby GT350 Mustang at Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale Auction to 

Benefit JDRF 
 

 Ford Motor Company will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the legendary Shelby GT350 Mustang by auctioning the 

first production unit of the 

new-generation car 

available to the public for 

charity at Barrett-Jackson 

in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

 

All proceeds will benefit 

JDRF, the country’s 

leading global 

organization funding type 

1 diabetes research. Live 

coverage of the auction of 

the Shelby GT350 will air 

on Velocity on Saturday, 

Jan. 17, 2015. 

 

The winning bidder of lot 

No. 3008 – selling at No 

Reserve – will become 

owner of the coveted first 

retail production unit of Ford Shelby GT350, and choose from available Shelby GT350 colors and packages. 

 

In January 1965, Carroll Shelby and Ford Motor Company forever altered the automotive industry with the introduction 

of the GT350. It was offered through Ford dealers from 1965 through 1970. Today, these cars are among the most 

collectible vehicles in the world, and now Shelby GT350 is returning to Ford showrooms as the most innovative and 

track-capable Mustang in history. 

 

“The all-new Shelby GT350 is a thrilling, world-class car,” said Steve Ling, North America car marketing manager for 

Ford. “From the all-new independent suspension – a first for a Shelby, to the powerful engine and superb brakes, this car 

is simply amazing. Just as the Shelby GT350 did in 1965, we expect this new-generation pony car to demonstrate Ford 

Motor Company continues to lead the world in innovation and performance.” 

 

Team members involved in the design and development of the Shelby GT350 will sign the car in appreciation of the 

donations to JDRF. Ford has supported JDRF since 1983. 

 

“JDRF is privileged to work with Ford, and we are extremely grateful for the generous support from Ford and its 

employees through the years,” said John Brady, JDRF chairman, international board of directors. “We are honored to be 

part of the company’s 50-year celebration of the Shelby GT350 at Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale. This very exciting and 

worthwhile event means a great deal to not only JDRF and the type 1 community, but to me personally as well. We are 

dedicated to continue our work and to share our vision of creating a world without type 1 diabetes.” 

 

“Ford and Barrett-Jackson have raised millions of dollars to benefit local and national charities for many years,” said 

Craig Jackson, chairman and CEO of Barrett-Jackson Auctions. “The auction of the new Shelby GT350 promises to be 

electrifying, while helping raise necessary funding for JDRF.” 

 

Based on the popular design of the 2015 Ford Mustang, the Shelby GT350 was created with an emphasis on incredible 

driving dynamics and balanced performance. 
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“We took the best Ford Mustang yet and massaged every aspect of the car that affects the performance driving 

experience,” said Jamal Hameedi, chief engineer, Ford Global Performance Vehicles. “We tested endlessly on the most 

challenging roads and tracks in the world, and we believe serious drivers will love the Shelby GT350 Mustang.” 

 

Shelby GT350 is powered by the first production V8 from Ford with a flat-plane crankshaft – a design typically reserved 

for racing applications and exotic European sports cars. The 5.2-liter engine puts out more than 500 horsepower and a 

torque peak of more than 400 lb.-ft. – making it the most powerful naturally aspirated Ford production engine ever. 

 

The car uses extra-stiff 19-inch aluminum-alloy wheels shod in state-of-the-art Michelin Pilot Super Sport tires with 

GT350-specific sidewall construction, tread and compound for maximum grip. A standard Ford-tuned Torsen limited-slip 

differential optimizes cornering grip and straight-line traction. Carefully sculpted body panels maximize aerodynamic 

forces. 

 

GT350 features the most track-worthy brake system ever offered on a Ford vehicle in terms of absolute stopping power 

and fade resistance. At the front are massive 394-millimeter rotors clamped by Brembo six-piston calipers; 380-millimeter 

rotors at the rear use four-piston calipers. 

 

Ford will have its 2015 vehicle lineup on hand, including the new Mustang, Expedition and F-150 for ride-and-drives for 

auction attendees. Additionally, the Shelby American-built GT500 Super Snake and Shelby Focus ST will be offered for a 

hot laps experience with professional drivers from Miller Motorsports Park. 

 

For auction information, visit the Barrett-Jackson website or Facebook. 
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 Feature MOCSEM Member of the Month  
 

 My 92 LX Coupe with a Little History Thrown in By Micheal Grudnicki    
 

We often refer to ourselves as “car guys” but I actually 

started out as a “car kid”. I couldn’t get enough of cars and 

trucks. Tonka trucks, model cars and road race sets were my 

childhood world. Having come from a family who had 

Fords, the seed was planted early and re-enforced by yearly 

trips to the Ford Rotunda at Christmas time and talking to 

my two uncles who worked at the Wayne Assembly Plant. 

My Uncle Hank even turned in a suggestion to Ford on how 

to repair interior trim panels so they would not have to be 

scrapped. He won a sizable amount of cash and a brand new 

1965 Ford he watched be assembled. He was then featured 

in the Ford Times Company newspaper in December 1964 

which I still have a copy of. I loved to watch those 1960’s 

Ford commercials and watched all the Quinn-Martin TV 

shows (FBI, Invaders, Cannon, Barnaby Jones, etc) that 

featured Fords on our black & white TV. In 1969 when I 

became an Eagle Scout, the BSA had a neat perk, you could pick a profession that interested you and spend a day with a 

person in that industry. I chose Ford Racing, and I got to spend the day with Bruce Sizemore, a Ford engineer and drag 

racer and also got to meet then Ford engineer and drag racer, Wayne Gapp  and Pro Stock Maverick driver Dick Lohr.  

We toured the Dearborn Assembly Plant where the 1970 Mustangs and Cougars were running down the line. We also 

spent some time checking out Lohr’s 70 Pro Stock Maverick with a Boss 429 and a 70 Super Stock Mustang Fastback 

Cobra Jet in the garage of the old NAAO building in Dearborn. What a day that was! 

 

As I started my automotive working career, I 

graduated from three hand me down cars: a 62 

Ford, 64 Buick & 66 Chevy. I bought my first 

new car, a 1972 Mercury Comet GT with a 302 

that became a neat hot rod. But the passion for 

owning a Mustang became stronger and soon it 

began: a 65 A code 4 speed fastback, a 66 A code 

coupe with pony interior, a 69 Mach 1 R code 

Cobra Jet that I bought from Jack Roush, and a 71 

coupe with Cleveland power.  The “FOX” 

Mustangs really pushed me over the edge, the 

chance to buy a new Mustang with the heart of 

the originals, and there were many of them. It 

started with a rare Bright Red 82 GT, followed by 

a 85 GT,  88 GT,  89 GT, a used 88 5.0L LX 

stripped coupe and finally the 92 5.0L LX coupe 

featured here. 

 

 I ordered this coupe in August of 1991 at Pat 

Milliken Ford in Redford Michigan. I took some 

heat from friends who thought I should have ordered a hatchback, but I really like the coupe, it has its own “all business” 

look to it, as was evident with the Special Service Police Mustangs. I had been waiting for a unique FOX Mustang (which 

later became the 93 Cobra) but at the time was not sure it was a go program at Ford. My friend and fellow Ford employee 

Michael Szmytke knew the late Tom Sea, the vehicle scheduler at the Dearborn Assembly Plant and Michael asked him if 

he would let us know when the VIN and rotation number were assigned, and he agreed. The Mustang was built on 

September 16th.  Mike and I stopped by the plant a couple different times to check on the progress.  
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Anyone who has been in a Mustang assembly plant knows how special that place really is. Everything is new, has its own 

unique smell (especially the paint area) and for most Mustangs, they will only be this “new” at this one moment in time. 

 

 My Mustang arrived at the dealer on September 23rd and I advised the dealer not to prep it as I wanted to take some 

pictures and then prep it myself.  But when I arrived they had started to remove the plastic on the seats and some of the 

production stickers which I did retrieve. Some of the labels remain as does the plastic on the steering wheel, and the 

bagged floor mats and center caps in the trunk. I picked up the Mustang at the dealer and drove it 4 miles home, the only 

time it has been driven on the road. I had another Mustang to drive at the time and did have plans to modify this car. As 

time passed I just enjoyed the car’s newness, somewhat like having a classic Mustang. When the 93 Cobra came out I 

even collected the engine and brake parts with plans to 

convert it to a Cobra coupe. I moved shortly after and my 

new house had a second garage that was heated.  The coupe 

now had a new home.  The modifications never happened, I 

eventually sold the parts and even the other driver Mustang 

as growing kids with their gymnastics and hockey took up 

more of my time. I am very meticulous about the storage, 

keeping only 1 gallon of fuel with Sta-bil, starting it a 

couple times a year to full operating temp and taking a quick 

spin around the sub division. Over the 23 years of ownership 

it has acquired only 83 miles. The only time the coupe has 

been out in public was at the Mustang Memories Shows in 

2012, 2013 and 2014. My friends Mike & Belinda Szmytke 

were available to trailer the car to the shows and my son 

Eric, now 20, was in charge of prepping the vehicle and 

answering questions about it on the show field. 

 

  

So the big question comes up, how and why did I do it? I guess I really can’t 

say. This car is in as “Showroom” (new condition) as a 23 year old car can be. 

How much would it be worth, who knows?  Since I now long for a car to drive, 

I find myself at a crossroads. Do I drive it now or do I sell it to a collector for 

a museum display? I’m sure there are not many totally unmodified Fox 

Mustangs out there in this condition. So what do you club members think? Boy, 

a 2008 Bullitt would be a nice driver……I could even dig out that old tweed 

sport coat with the patches on the sleeves……. just like Steve McQueen.    
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 Mustangfest 2014 By Tom Frith  
 

On October 4-5th , 2014, Mustangfest 2014 was held on the USS Lexington Carrier flight deck. The weather was 

excellent with sunny skies in the Gulf of Mexico in El Paso, Texas. Total of 175 Mustangs (restored, Rousch, Dominators, 

GTs, Saleens, Shelby’s) and one Sunbeam Tiger 

with a 260 cu in V-8.  Twenty-six states were 

represented and even one from Mexico, Monterey 

in the state of Nuero-Leon. He has made the trip 

from Mexico four years in a row. Other states 

represented where Carolina, Missouri, California, 

Kansas, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, 

Washington and of course my 2010 Sunset Gold 

convertible Mustang from Michigan.   

 

All the Mustangs cam onboard the ship on Saturday 

Oct 4th surrounded by a beautiful Texas sunrise. 

All cars where raised to the flight deck on the same 

elevator which transported the aircraft for so many 

years. Three hundred and fifty people participated 

in the Saturday night VIP reception dinner with 

Jerry Diaz and Hanna’s Reef 6 piece Tropical Band 

from Galveston Island, Texas.  We all danced the 

night away like we were in high school.   

 

Second day, was Sunday Oct 5th with another beautiful sunrise morning with all cars aboard the flight deck. Breakfast 

was served cafeteria style aboard the ship. Lunch was served on the ship’s cafeteria area or you could go out to eat at the 

numerous restaurant near the carrier.  
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Video cameras, trading cards with pictures and sharing stories of our Mustangs passed the time away all day until 3 pm.  

At 5 pm all Mustangs where ceremoniously unloaded from the carrier on the same eleveator which lifted them to the 

flight deck.   

 

No specific world records were broken, but all model years of Mustangs and Shelby’s where represented in this show. 

That is something to see.   
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ALL HANDS HERE THIS! The next event 

is scheduled for 2019! Island Tom (the 

producer) is working on a 55th Anniversary 

of the Mustang in 2019 on the Naval 

Carrier. If you want more information 

contact him at tom@islandtom.com .   

 

In closing, I want to say a very big heartfelt 

thank you to all those who put on this show 

and event. It truly was a once in a lifetime 

opportunity which words can’t capture.  

Special thanks to people at the Leslie O, 

Island Tom, Ressiant Sands Hotel and 

restaurant staff, Port Arkansus Detailer, 

Karen Mullard and Norm Little for 

stepping in last minute to drive my car 

down to Texas and back; and Tom Holzer 

in Farmington Hills, MI.   
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  2014 MOCSEM Annual Christmas Celebration  

  Photo Gallary 
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