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Gary Dell and his 765hp 2007 Shelby GT500 with retired Ford SVT engineer Ellen Collins, 

who was SVT Program Engineer on the 2006 SVT Mustang Cobra that became the 07 GT500 
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About MOCSEM 
 
The Mustang Owners Club of SouthEastern Michigan 
(MOCSEM) was founded in November 1975 by a group of 
individuals with the desire to protect and preserve the 
Ford Mustang as one of the most attractive and fun-filled 
cars ever made. We are enthusiasts of all ages and from 
all walks of life who are enjoying a love affair with the 
many generations of America’s Premier Pony Car. 
Whether it’s a coupe, convertible or fastback from 1964½ 
to the current models, we love them all. The mission of 
MOCSEM club members is to enjoy, collect, restore, and 
preserve the history of the Mustang along with the stories 
of the people and the roles that they played in making this 
one of the greatest cars of all time. Although Mustang 
ownership is not a requirement for club membership, your 
enthusiasm, expertise, and / or love of the automobile are 
most welcome. 
 
Many of our club members own one or more Mustangs in 
varying body styles, models and years. Club members are 
always exchanging information, providing sources for 
parts, literature and helpful hints for restoring or 
maintaining their Mustangs. Our members are a diverse 
group of individuals, located throughout Southeastern 
Michigan and all share a great appreciation for the Ford 
Mustang. Our general membership meetings are held on 
the second Tuesday of each month. Our monthly 
newsletter, The Accelerator, provides the members with 
reports on club activities, technical information, feature 
stories, Ford and Mustang news and product information, 
advertisements and business service locations, and more. 
Some club activities include car shows, picnics, sporting 
events, cruise nights, museum tours, visits to automotive 
attractions and happenings, and technical sessions. 
 
 

 
 

General Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the 
second

 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at: 

 
  Warren Valley Banquet Center 
  26116 W. Warren Ave. 
  Dearborn Heights, MI 
  (313) 561-1040 
 
A buffet dinner will be served at 6:30 pm for $13 per-
person which includes basic beverages. (A cash bar is 
also available.) So come early and socialize over dinner. 
The dinner menu will vary every month and will be 
published on the event calendar at www.mocsem.com. 
General meetings are open to the public, often include 
guest speakers, and are a great way to learn more about 
the club and get to know our board and members. 

 

Newsletter  

The Accelerator is published monthly as the official 
newsletter of MOCSEM and is available on the club’s web 
site at www.mocsem.com. If you would like to receive or 
stop receiving a hard copy of the newsletter in the mail, 
please contact the Editor with your name and address.  
All correspondence concerning The Accelerator should be 
directed to the Editor: 

John Clor 
jclor@carsincontext.com 

 

Membership 

Membership dues for MOCSEM are $35.00 USD per year. 
To join, download the membership form posted on 
www.mocsem.com or just pick one up at one of our 
meetings or events and send payment to: 
 
MOCSEM 
P.O. Box 39088 
Redford, MI 48239 
 
Classified ads are available to MOCSEM members free of 
charge and run online and in The Accelerator for 3 
months. Articles and classified ads for The Accelerator 
must be submitted to the editor by the 15

th
 of the month to 

be considered for publication the following month. 
Submissions may be edited for content and grammar. 
Except as noted, all published articles become the 
property of MOCSEM and may not be reprinted without 
permission of the editor. Views and opinions expressed in 
the newsletter are not those of the club, officers, 
membership, editor or advertisers. MOCSEM, Inc., does 
not necessarily endorse the businesses and/or services 
which advertise in The Accelerator. 
 

http://www.mocsem.com/
mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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The Boss' Corner 
 
By Mike Rey 
MOCSEM President 
 
Barrett-Jackson 2016 
Kicks off in Scottsdale 

  

After attending the 2016 Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale 
auction, I can tell you this is one event I can easily    
recommend that everyone add to their bucket list. They 
call it “The Greatest Collector Car Event in the World,” 
and from my experience there, I can see why. This 
annual event that kicks off Barrett-Jackson’s national 
auction tour has it all – big displays, auto celebrities, 
nonstop entertainment, and of course lots of top-notch 
cars. In fact, I can’t begin to tell you how many cars I 
saw there that I’d only heard about before in magazines  
 

 
(such as a Mexican Shelby. Yes, I got to see an actual 
Shelby de Mexico GT350 in person!). Ford Motor 
Company is a big Barrett-Jackson sponsor, so as you 
might expect the auction venue is a great place to see 
all the current Ford product offerings, as well as to meet 
  

 

 

2016 MOCSEM Board of Directors 
 

  
  

 

President 
Mike Rey 

aces16@comcast.net 
313.304.5244 

 

Vice President 
Jennifer Smith 

dutashark@yahoo.com 
734.755.8250 

 

 

Treasurer 
Rich Kocan 

rkocan@twmi.rr.com 
248.349.2114 

 

Secretary 
Lisa Sielski 

lisa.sielski@aol.com 
XXX.XXX.XXXX 

 

Membership 
Sarah Cassette 

sarahcassette@hotmail.com  
734.770.0085 

 

Social Director 
Jeff Beyar 

jakkbeyar@wowway.com 
313.310.1720 

 

Web Administrator 
 

 

Merchandise 
Tracey Rey 

aces16@comcast.net 
313.304.0701 

 

Club Ambassador 
Mike Sové 

mi66stang@comcast.net 
248.355.1477 

 

Trustee 
Bill Smith 

diverwillis@yahoo.com 
734.755.8251 

 

Editor 
John Clor 

jclor@carsincontext.com 
313.886.7434 
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many Ford managers and executives roaming the 
grounds. (I got to meet and talk with Ford’s longtime 
Mustang-turned-performance marketing manager Jim 
Owens, who spoke at one of our meetings last year, 
and even Ford President and CEO Mark Fields!). There 
were countless great deals that went across the block 
early in the week – very affordable cars. Some of them 
were actually steals at the prices they went for, and of 
course Friday and Saturday nights feature the high-end 
vehicles which bring the big money! It was also great to 
enjoy some beautiful weather in January. So if you 
have the time and budget, I strongly suggest you add 
the Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale auction to your bucket 
list. It was an amazing experience I’ll never forget! 

  
--- Mike 

 

 

MOCSEM Membership Meeting Minutes 
1/12/16 

 
Board Members Present:  Mike Rey, John Clor, 
Jennifer Smith, Bill Smith, Rich Kocan, Sarah Cassette, 
Tracey Rey, and Mike Sove 
  
Board Members Absent: Lisa Sielski, Jeff Beyar, and 
Geoff Booth 
 
President Mike Rey: Brought the meeting to order and 
introduced the board and special guest, Fabrizio 
Schenardi from MustangMania.it. 
   

 Mike solicited ideas from the membership for 
the 2016 calendar 

 The overnight planning session is set for 
February 5

th
 and 6

th
.  Clubs expected to come 

to overnight planning session include Mid-
Michigan, West Michigan, Toledo, and SAAC  

 Mustang Memories is set for Sunday, August 
21

st
.  We are hosting a Color War between the 

Red and Yellow Mustang registries. We plan to 
have $5 from each Red and Yellow registrant 
donated to the Wounded Warrior Project. We 
are expecting 500+ Red Mustangs already, and 
other color registries may be included but they 
must have a minimum of 200 cars to join the 
Color War.  Also at Memories there will be a 
book signing for Marcie Cipriani’s second 
edition book, “Iron Fist, Lead Foot – John 
Coletti and Ford’s Terminator.” Mike also 
mentioned that this year is also the 40

th
 

anniversary of Roush 

 The Spring Swap and Shop at Village Ford has 
been set for Saturday, April 9

th
 

    

Speakers 
 
John Clor, Editor: John thanked Jennifer Smith for 
helping with the transition to the Editor role and is 
requesting volunteers for distributing the newsletter 
since he cannot be in attendance for all membership 
meetings. In exchange he will give out swag. He wants 
everyone’s story submitted for the Accelerator and for 
Ford Fan Spotlight on the Ford Performance site. 
John discussed early plans for a Mustang II National 
Reunion at Mustang Memories this year. It is the 40

th
 

anniversary of the Cobra II. He expects up to 200 
Mustang IIs at Memories, with Buck Mook, Dick Nesbitt 
and Gale Halderman there judging cars. A special 
certificate of appreciation bearing Edsel Ford’s 
signature will be issued for each Mustang II participant, 
and Marcie Cipriani will be designing special window 
clings for those who register for the reunion. John also 
announced that he is working on getting speakers for 
this year’s meetings, combining both current and 
historical Mustang speakers. Also, John announced 
that MOCSEM will be added to the Ford Performance 
Enthusiast web page this month. 
 
Special Guest – Fabrizio Schenardi: Fabrizio is the 
founder of MustangMania.it in Italy. He spoke to the 
membership about Mustang life in Italy and across 
Europe. He asked for everyone’s own Mustang story by 
submitting your story and photos to him at 
info@mustangmania.it or on the MustangMania 
Facebook page.  MustangMania.it is not a club but 
rather an online magazine/platform to help unite 
Mustangers.  He is working on setting up a worldwide 
calendar of Mustang events. Clubs are not as popular 
across Europe, as there are only about 17 clubs in 
total. He also mentioned that there is a lack of support 
on aftermarket parts and that the European market is 
just so different. Currently, the latest model Mustang is 
on backorder in Italy, with about 762 sold so far. 
 
Board Reports  
 
Jennifer Smith, Vice President: Apologized for 
lateness of the newsletter and thanked everyone for 
their patience as she transitions the editor role to John 
and the social director role to Jeff Beyar. She also 
requested member suggestions and comments for the 
upcoming year. 
 
Rich Kocan, Treasurer: Went over the club’s financial 
account balances. 
 
Lisa Sielski, Secretary: Absent 
 
Geoff Booth, Web Administrator: Absent 
 

mailto:info@mustangmania.it
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Sarah Cassette, Membership: Reported that we 
currently have 627 members. 
 
Bill Smith, Trustee: Reiterated that the Spring Swap 
and Shop is Saturday, April 9

th
 and that he is seeking 

volunteers. A signup is available online or at the 
membership meetings or volunteers may call him 
directly. Vendor registration is also open online, at the 
membership meetings or via regular mail. 
 
Mike Sove, Club Ambassador: Announced “Happy 
New Year” to the group and said he is looking forward 
to another great year with the club. 
 
Jeff Beyar, Social Director: Absent 
 
Tracey Rey, Merchandise: Nothing to report. 
 
Before closing the meeting, Mike asked if there were  
any swap/sell items and had new members in 
attendance introduce themselves to the crowd. 
 

50/50 Winners: Mike Trosell and Bill Davis.   
Free Dinner Winner: Sam Marra 

Bucket – Was not returned this month 
 
 
 

MOCSEM MEMBER OF THE MONTH 

 

Gary Dell with Ellen Collins and 2007 Shelby GT500 

 
It’s an honor to have my 2007 Shelby GT500 
featured in the Newsletter, and to share some 
of my passion for the Ford Mustang. This 
GT500 is the fourth Mustang that I have owned. 
It started with a 1965, then a ’73, and an ’88 
before I got my 07. I'm sure there will be 
another Mustang in my future. I have always 

owned Ford products and will always be a Blue 
Oval guy. I also have a new red F-150 
SuperCrew  and a red Harley Davidson to 
match my 2007 Shelby Mustang. 
 
I was excited to hear retired Ford engineer 
Ellen Collins, the SVT Cobra program manager 
for the S197, as the guest speaker at our 
MOCSEM meeting last February. At the end of 
the meeting I ask Mrs. Collins if she would sign 
my 2007 GT500, and she said she would. John 
 

Clor from Ford Performance, being a man of his 
word, set up a time at the Ford Racing 
Technology office in Dearborn for me to meet 
with Mrs. Collins, have her sign my car and take 
a photo with her. 
 
Being the only person in the world that I am 
aware of to have the SVT S197 Cobra program 
manager sign my car was just unbelievable. 
Mrs. Collins was so humble and very cool! She 
asked me a lot of questions about all the 
performance mods I had done on the car to get 
the horsepower up to 765 and talked to me at 
length about how the S197 Cobra came about. I 
can’t thank Ellen enough for driving to Dearborn 
on her own time to meet with me, and thank 
John for making it all happen. All I can say 
is, Ford sure knows how to keep their 
customers smiling and happy! 
 

– Gary Dell 

 
Gary Dell’s 2007 Shelby GT500 Parts List 

 
1. Ford Racing Supercharger 2.3 

2. High-Flow Inlet 

3. Cobra Jet Mono-Blade Throttle Body 

4. 2.6 Pulley  
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5. Gates Blower Belt 

6. JLT123mm Cold Air 

7. 80lb Injectors 

8. NGK colder Spark Plugs 

9. SCT X4, Dyno Tune 

10. Lunati Cams 21060712 Roller Followers     

11. .500 lift Ovate Beehive Valve Springs                            

12. Upper Control Arm  

13. Lower control Arm  

14. Control Arm Mount 

15. Anti-Squat Brackets 

16. Lowering Springs - Rear End                      

17. ATL 15% OD Harmonic Balancer Damper 

18. Dynateck Headers - Long   

19. X-Pipe Cats deleted 

20. 3” Cat-Back Exhaust Pipes Left & Right 

21. Ford Racing Mufflers 

22. 3:55 Rear End Gears 

23. Line Lock                                                                              

24. Barton Short Shift Kit 

25. Hood Struts                                                                         

26. Ace Clutch    

27. Shelby Heat Exchanger                                                     

28. Aluminum One-Peace Driveshaft                                     

29. Driveshaft Loop 

30. Ford Racing Handling Package 

31. Panhard Bar 

32. GS-69 Shelby Chrome Wheels 20X9, 20X10 

33. Nitto Tires 

34. Strut tower Brace 

35. VMP Dual Fuel Pump Booster 

36. Shift light 

37. Tow Hook (Front) 

38. Shelby Hood Pins 

MOCSEM Calendar  
 
By Jeff Beyar, 
MOCSEM Social Director  
 
We’re planning for a busy 2016 event year! 
 
Well, February is already upon us, and despite it still 
being winter, it looks like another fun year full of events 
is already shaping up for MOCSEM members. 
 
The MOCSEM planning summit up in Birch Run was  
just completed, where a good deal of our event ideas 
were discussed and many of the plans put into place. 
I’ll have much more to come on what kind of fun and 
exciting things we’ll have on appearing on our calendar 
for this summer. 

 
Although there are not many outdoor automotive events 
near us this time of year, there is still much we can do 
while we await the return of cruising weather. Some of 
you might be surprised to learn that not everyone 
stores their pony for the winter – as my wife, Kimmie, 
can attest in the photo here below: 
 

 
 
I am always looking for ideas of fun and interesting 
things we can do to enjoy our Mustangs and each 
other. So please do not hesitate to contact me with your 
ideas and suggestions. Also, please make sure to visit 
our website regularly for club-related activities as they 
are added throughout the month. For now, below are a 
few things we can do in the near future to help us pass 
the time and deal with cabin fever. Now . . . think 
Spring! 
 
--- Jeff Beyar 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Detroit Autorama 
Cobo Center, Detroit, MI. 
February 26

th
 -28

th
 

 
Engines Exposed Exhibit @ The Henry Ford Museum 
20900 Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn Mi. 
Now Through February 28

th 

 
March 8, 2016 MOCSEM General Meeting 
7:30-9 p.m. @ Warren Valley Banquet Center  
26116 Warren, Dearborn Heights, MI, 26116 
Guest Speaker: Ford Corporate Historian Bob Kreipke 
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Motor City Musings  
 
By John Clor 
MOCSEM Editor  

 
 
Did a Horse or a Plane Inspire Mustang’s name? 
 
You'll recall that last month we ran a story in our 
"Mustang In The News" section about a Danish 
company, REC Watches, who is producing a special 
wristwatch called the P-51 that is made with materials 
sourced from salvaged and recycled Mustangs. The 
company press release stated that "The P-51 name is 
also a reference to the WWII-era combat fighter, from 
which Ford borrowed the nickname 'Mustang'." At that 
point I had inserted a note telling you to see the next 
Accelerator for my column on how this statement is 
totally incorrect. Well, here we are. 
 

 
 
Although I've often written on this much misguided topic 
in an attempt to help set the record straight, the idea 
that the Ford Mustang was named after a famous 
World War II fighter plane remains a falsehood that just 
never seems to go away -- much like the  urban legend 
that second-generation Mustangs are mere gussied-up 
Pintos that had succeeded only in giving the brand a 
black eye (total hogwash!). 
 
So let's settle this. Since its inception, the Ford 
Mustang has always been represented by a horse logo 
and yet a myth surrounding the naming of America's 
original pony car is as old as the car itself: Was its 
name originally inspired after a horse … or an airplane? 
 
It's likely that more has been written about the Ford 
Mustang than any other American production car. And 
while much has been revealed about the car's creation 
and ongoing success after more than 50 years in the 
market, there are still many misconceptions 
surrounding the development and subsequent 

 
 
marketing of this iconic vehicle. One recurring question 
to which pundits can never seem to provide a definitive 
answer concerns the naming of the Mustang itself: 
What was the inspiration behind the name? Who 
actually had conceived it, or first penned it, or 
eventually decided upon it? 
 
In today's Internet-based, Google-happy world, one 
simply gets on the computer and does a web search, 
checks out a few links and reads whatever Wikipedia 
content is available on the subject, and suddenly – an 
expert is born with all the facts! ("Wiki" is the free online 
encyclopedia that anyone can add to or edit.) But … not 
so fast! 
 
You need to know that such online information won't 
make anyone an expert – and the true "facts" are really 
not so easily discernable. Only some good, old-
fashioned investigative reporting will work here – the 
kind of hard-nosed professional journalism that's rarely 
found along the so-called "Information Superhighway." 
Why? Because if you search online – or even in most 
Mustang books, for that matter – for the "what" and the 
"who" behind the Mustang name, you'd be led to 
believe it all came from one, single person who has 
gone on record to explain how the car's name came to 
be. And to most that follow the Mustang hobby – well, 
that information and explanation would suffice. 
 
But to anyone who has actually worked at Ford Motor 
Company and is familiar with how the product 
development process really works at one of the world's 
largest and arguably most historically significant 
automakers, then you KNOW that creating a product 
like the Mustang requires the ideas and efforts of 
literally hundreds of people.  Most of them work behind 
the scenes and rarely get any credit for their 
contributions. In fact, experience has shown that when 
you peel away the claims of upper managers and 
department heads, the real innovative ideas – as well 
as most of the hard work needed to turn them into 
reality – often come from those much farther down the 
totem pole. 
 
And so it is that the real credit for the inspiration behind 
the Mustang name does not solely rest on what has 
been commonly reported. The "official" story goes that 
the late John Najjar, a Ford executive stylist who was 
charged with producing the design of Mustang I 
prototype, was an aviation enthusiast and a big fan of 
WWII-era airplanes – in particular the famed, single-
prop fighter plane called the "P-51 Mustang." Besides 
being economical to produce, the Mustang fighter was 
known as a fast and durable aircraft that played an 
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important role in winning the war. After WWII and the  
 
Korean War, the U.S. military had moved toward jet 
aircraft, and many of the old Mustang fighter planes 
were converted for civilian use, especially for the sport 
of air racing. 
 
Najjar reported that given the fighter plane's sleek 
design and reputation at the time, he suggested 
Mustang be used as the moniker for Ford's new, sporty 
youth-oriented car. He claims to have first suggested 
the name to Ford Styling PR man John Breeden, who 
had then submitted it to Ford Legal. While all that may 
be true, there's no question that by this time, a Mustang 
horse theme for the car was already imbedded in the 
product development process. And Najjar's explanation 
of how a horse – and not his beloved P-51 fighter – 
became associated with the car was that his boss, R.H. 
Maguire, didn't want a warplane emblem to appear on 
the car, so they settled on the horse instead. 
 
The problem with this myth is that, truth be told, a 
veritable army of people were involved in the process of 
naming the Mustang, not just designers. And Ford 
Legal's role is only to verify copyright infringement 
issues. There is no evidence to suggest that such a 
major decision rested upon one Mr. Maguire, either, no 
matter how lofty his position. Besides, in reality, while 
Ford Design's input is always considered in vehicle 
development, Ford Division Marketing has final 
responsibility for vehicle naming. 
 
More interesting is that Najjar himself offered clues that 
the Mustang horse theme for a new car may have 
actually originated outside of Ford! In the well-
researched book, Mustang! – A Complete History of 
America's Pioneer Ponycar, By Gary L. Witzenburg 
(Princeton Publishing, 1979), Najjar tells this story of an 
exchange he had with the design team over at 
crosstown rival General Motors: 
 
"I got a call from Chuck Jordan at GM Styling asking if it 
was true that we were going to introduce a new car 
called Mustang. I told him yes, it was true, but I didn't 
tell him anything about it. 'Damn,' he said. He told me 
they had just finished a special vehicle for [GM Styling 
Chief Bill] Mitchell that they called Mustang – with the 
horse and everything on it – 'and here you guys do it. 
Don't you have any other names?' I said yeah, we 
could use 'Stud' or 'Mare,' and we both laughed." 
 
Although Najjar has said the name originally had been 
inspired by the plane, there's no internal evidence to 
back that up, and there's no question that the car's 
single association with Mustang name refers only to the 
"hardy," wild horses of the American Plains – hence the 

term for the "pony car" and the market segment it  
 
produced. Frank Thomas, an account exec at Ford's 
advertising agency J. Walter Thompson who worked on 
the name research, is quoted as saying that Mustang 
name rose to the top “because it had the excitement of 
the wide open spaces and was American as all hell.” 
 
There's another myth, perhaps not quite as popular, 
that insists Lee Iacocca himself was responsible for 
naming his new sporty car after a football team – one 
whose nickname happened to be called the 
"Mustangs." While Iacocca has, indeed, stated in 
interviews over the years that his car was named after 
a horse, he has never confirmed that the horse 
inspiration came from the Mustangs of Southern 
Methodist University's football team. 
 
The story goes that Iacocca and several Ford execs 
were at an SMU college football game with the SMU 
Mustangs playing the Michigan Wolverines. After the 
Wolverines got off to a great start, the Mustangs rallied 
and nearly pulled off a comeback. Although Michigan 
won the game, Iacocca was impressed by the team's 
spirit. He supposedly walked into the locker room and 
said, "Today, after watching the SMU Mustangs play 
with such flair, we reached a decision. We will call our 
new car the Mustang. Because it will be light, like your 
team. It will be quick, like your team. And it will be 
sporty, like your team." 
 
Well, it's said that story is still recounted to this day on 
the SMU campus, but it's also true that the tale remains 
widely disputed and lacks eyewitnesses other than 
Iacocca, who has never commented on the matter. And 
although in the Gone in 60 Seconds movie DVD 
"extras" featuring Carroll Shelby talking about the 
Mustang, Ol Shel' himself is said to say the car's name 
came from a football team, Iacocca has yet to come 
forward and either confirm or deny that claim. 
 
So with the Najjar and Iacocca myths still unproven, 
let's turn to some Mustang naming facts that actually 
have some evidence to back them it up. First and 
foremost is the legacy of the Mustang's pony emblem 
itself. The Mustang's galloping horse logo, one of the 
most enduring automotive emblems of all time, is one 
that has been with the car since its inception, initially 
promoted by a teaser campaign that announced "a new 
horse in Ford’s corral." 
 
There is strong evidence that shows Mr. Phil (Phillip) 
Clark not only first came up with an idea to use the 
Mustang name for a sporty new car, but also that he 
created the basic design for the two-seat, mid-engine 
sports car that would eventually become the Mustang I 
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prototype. It reportedly came as Clark was driving out  
 
to the Art School of Design in California. During his trip 
out west, he spotted some wild mustangs running free, 
and was so taken by the sight that he was inspired to 
design a vehicle to represent the unbridled spirit of the 
Mustangs. 
 
While in the Art School in May of 1958, Clark penned 
his concept of a swoopy, two-seat sports car that he 
called "Mustang." He graduated in 1961, and he got a 
job at General Motors early the following year. His GM 
co-workers verified that he worked on a design team 
that developed a GM "Mustang" concept car (along with 
a horse logo) – a project that was to be rejected by GM 
Design Chief Bill Mitchell. (Remember that call from 
Jordan to Najjar about a GM's Mustang project?). 
What's more, a former GM designer who worked with 
Clark at the time verified that Phil brought the galloping 
horse design and a car sketch with him from the art 
college. 
 
It hasn't been determined if finding out about Ford's 
already approved Mustang program had caused GM to 
scrap the idea of a Mustang sports car of their own. But 
Clark's concept car idea had afterward made its way to 
Advanced Design and Research, which was funded by 
Grants ETC, and from there was made into a clay that 
caught the eye of Lincoln-Mercury division chief 
Eugene Bordinat. He was so impressed that he helped 
bring Clark on board at Ford, working in the Design 
Studio on Najjar's team, which was already at work 
creating the Mustang I concept, as it later came to be 
called. 
 
Interestingly, Clark's "Mustang" drawing from 1958 was 
featured in the fall 1963 issue of Motorcade Magazine, 
and many viewed it as a dead ringer for Ford's recently 
shown "Mustang I Prototype" sports car, which had 
long been credited to Najjar himself. 
 
The two-seat mid-engine Mustang I concept was born 
with some feasibility of production, but Iacocca and his 
product planners were already locked in to a four-seat 
coupe package and had no intentions of building a two-
seat mid-engine sports car. Iacocca said Mustang I's 
creation was intended solely to whet the public's 
appetite until the four-passenger Mustang could be 
rushed into production. Only a handful of insiders knew 
what Ford really had up its sleeve for public introduction 
some 16 months later. 
 
Despite repeated attempts to gain the go-ahead to 
produce a stylish, new “youth car,” Iacocca's proposals 
were regularly rejected. Frey and the team had come 
up with a wonderfully clean design for the project, 

codenamed "T-5," in early 1962. An internal  
 
competition in the design studio produced a unanimous 
favorite in less than two weeks – a low, sleek four-place 
compact with a long hood and short deck. Mainly 
penned by Gale Halderman, who had been working 
with Joe Oros on what they dubbed the "Cougar," the 
basic design of this "Special Falcon" (as the early 
prototypes were called) would eventually reach 
production relatively unmolested – a hallmark of many 
timeless designs, yes, but truly a rarity in an auto 
industry long plagued with "design by committee" 
products. 
 
The internal names of the upcoming four-place car 
project had changed seemingly from month to month. 
Moving from the "Allegro," "X-T-Bird" and "Stiletto" 
names in concept form to the more-recognized "Special 
Falcon," "T-5," "Cougar" and "Torino" names, final 
decisions on the Mustang were being made very 
quickly in both styling and engineering. And deciding 
once and for all the name of the car itself was no 
exception. As Iacocca once quipped, "Picking a name 
is the toughest part about making a new car. It gets 
very emotional at times." 
 
According to Bordinat, "Every time you need a name, 
you pull out a dictionary and make a long list. Then you 
eliminate it down to a half-dozen or so, then go out and 
survey those. This is usually an ad agency's 
commission." 
 
So John Conley, another J. Walter Thompson account 
executive who had twice before researched bird names 
for Ford's Thunderbird and Falcon, was duly dispatched 
to the Detroit Public Library. He produced some 6,000 
candidates, which eventually were culled to a handful 
that included Cougar, Bronco, Puma, Cheeta, Colt and 
Mustang. Of these, Mustang was ultimately picked 
because, just a Frank Thomas had said, "it had the 
excitement of the wide-open spaces and was American 
as all hell." 
 
Much of the Mustang naming decision fell at the feet of 
Don Petersen, who headed up Ford marketing (only 
later to become Ford’s president), and his research 
manager, Bob Eggert. There is new JWT evidence that 
has recently surfaced to indicate that Eggert also had a 
role in the Mustang naming saga. 
 
Eggert's son, James, has documents that show his late 
father, an avid horseman, rider and breeder, got for a 
birthday present a little book, The Mustangs, the story 
of those wild horses of the West, by J. Frank Dobie. His 
immediate reaction was, "What a great name for the 
new sporty car Ford Division was working on!" As the 
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guy who was responsible for market research, Eggert –  
 
reportedly on his own – had added Mustang to the 
research list, which included Colt, Bronco, Cheetah, 
Torino and Cougar. 
 
The first round of research ended with Mustang on top. 
In the much broader, final round of research, Eggert's 
Mustang entry was still the clear favorite, so Iacocca, 
his "Fairlane Committee," and company officials 
endorsed the research and approved the name. 
 
It now seems the longstanding myth that Mustang was 
named after a plane should be put to rest. As to who is 
responsible for the horse theme in the first place – well, 
that's a discussion for another day. One thing is for 
certain: Mustang is the perfect name for this care-free 
breed of American performance car. The galloping wild 
pony, mane and tail flying in the wind, represents the 
most popular car in history. It's a car that has now 
established a greater claim to the Mustang name than 
either the WWII fighter plane or the wild ponies of North 
America. 

 
Note: Veteran journalist John Clor has owned, raced, worked on 
and written about Fords and Mustangs for nearly 40 years. After 
a 15-year career at The Detroit News, Clor shifted to automotive 
journalism with stints at AutoWeek and later Edmunds.com. He 
joined the Ford Special Vehicle Team in 1995 and spent the 
better part of the next decade working on SVT Communications, 
PR and Marketing. Since 2007 he’s been managing a club 
outreach program and enthusiast communications for Ford 
Performance, as well as content on FordPerformance.com. Clor 
is an Iacocca Award Winner, author of the new book Mustang 
2015 as well as Mustang Dynasty (2007 & 2009), editor of 
MOCSEM's "Accelerator" newsletter, and host of his own local 
cable-access TV show, “Cars In Context.” He’s also a member of 
several Ford-based car-clubs, and is the proud owner of two ’70s 
era Mustangs, including one he calls "a long-term project." The 
views and opinions he expresses here are his own. If you have a 
story idea, submission, suggestion, or even a comment, send it 
to John via his home email – jclor@carsincontext.com. 

 
 

Mustang In The Media 
 
Editor’s Note: In case you are still living under a 
rock and for some unexplainable reason do not get 
the weekly “Fast News From Ford Performance” 
email, we’ll choose a few interesting Mustang news 
items or feature stories that have appeared in the 
media to appear in this space each month that you 
may have missed. 
 
This month, we offer you the story behind John 
Grafelman’s Boss 302 Prototype – a very special 
Mustang that has appeared @ Mustang Memories: 

The Boss Beginning: Shinoda’s Long-
Lost ‘First’ Boss Mustang is Found 

 

 
 
By John Grafelman 
Owner, Shinoda Boss 302 Mustang Prototype 
 

I am a true Blue blood Loyal Ford man. I'm always 
looking for cars – mainly Mustangs, Torinos, Cyclones 
and Fairlanes, but most Fords catch my eye. My family 
and I show, race and farm with Fords. One day in 
January of 1976, I saw a Mustang advertised for sale. 
The owner said he had a lot of calls, but they couldn't 
come until evening or the coming weekend. So I 
decided to go "right now" because it was raining and I 
couldn't ship hay.   
 
When I saw the car, the main things that looked 
different to me was the rear spoiler was 3-1/2 inches 
wide with a sharper blade, plus the spoiler stands were 
5-1/2" closer together and chrome plated. What’s more, 
the rear window slats were much different than factory, 
as were the Ford decals on each side with rear spoiler. 
 
When I got closer to car, I could see many parts that 
were not production, yet the car was too new at the 
time for Boss aftermarket parts, because they were 
mainly unheard of back then. The more closely I looked 
the car over in every minor detail, the more I knew in 
my mind that this car was special in some way. I didn't 
question the owner very much.   
 
Looking back on that day, I remember he was firm on 
the price and I really think I had purchased this car from 
the late Larry Shinoda’s tailor. I've since received more 
information that I believe in time could document this.   
 
When I got home from making the deal, I recall my wife, 
Danette, wasn't the happiest. She said, "You just 
purchased two other cars just a month earlier!" But  
 
soon afterward, she began to like this Mustang. I 

mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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actually named it “My Special Edition Mustang.”  
 
We parked it after two years of driving it around 
because my wife had a hard time getting our son, 
Jason, out of the back seat. All these years since, I've 
kept a roof over the car, but let it sit. 
 

 
 
As history repeats itself, my daughter, Jennifer, parked 
her own Mustang and bought a new Taurus for her two 
daughters in order to make transport much easier. A 
person works, eats, sleeps and raises a family and time 
goes so fast . . .  
 
So, about 15 years ago, Jason kept encouraging me 
that we needed to find out more about My Special 
Edition Mustang we had sitting on our farm. But all the 
people I contacted for information couldn’t tell us 
anything about it. 
 
My son took his yearly trip to California to visit his aunt 
and, as usual, they visited many car businesses. He 
found a real Mustang historian and they discussed our 
car. The historian said, “Well, there is a car out there 
that no one knows what happened to." He asked 
Jason, "Does it have rear quarter scoops?"  
 
He asked me, so I went out to the car and checked with 
a mirror from inside and could see it did have scoops at 
one time, but they were capped and brazed on.   
 
So later I told Donald Farr, a longtime Mustang 
journalist and author, that I was looking for information 
on the late Ford Stylist Larry Shinoda and his Boss 
Mustang prototype. Through this inquiry, I received a 
huge amount of calls. Some people were just interested 
to hear about my car while others were able to give me 
help in one way or another. As time went on, I received 
many high hopes and just as many real downers.   
 
There were so many different things about the car that 
made me lose a lot of sleep, as I constantly kept 

coming up with so many unanswered questions. So 
one day, I gave the steering wheel much thought: 
Could the custom “LB” script in the wheel center stand 
for “Larry's Boss” and the fancy number “1” stamped on 
one spoke mean this was the first car? 
 

 
I called someone I knew who was well-versed in 
Corvette's and asked him if Larry's 1963 Split Window 
‘Vette could be located. In about four months, he called 
and said that he found it. It took another three weeks 
for the owner to call me and answer a question about 
what the steering wheel center looked like in that 
Corvette. He explained what it looked like and – it was 
the same, except instead of “LB,” his said “LC” (likely 
for Larry's Corvette). Finally, I thought that I might be 
on to something!   
 

 
I've talked to four Ford engineers who Larry worked 
with and three of them remember this car, and they told 
me it stood out because it was so different. They gave 
me quite a bit of information about Larry and this Boss 
Prototype. Many believe Mr. Shinoda was among the 
best designers of all time, and those who worked with 
him liked that Larry would speak what was on his mind. 
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They also recall that after Larry finally had modified his 
Mustang to exactly how he wanted it to look, he had to 
bring it before the Ford board to get it approved. It 
turned out to be quite a challenge, but after four times 
going up for production approval, the Boss finally got 
the green light and they unanimously liked it. Larry had 
picked the Boss name after doing it for his former boss 
at GM, Bunkie Knudsen, who was hired by Henry Ford 
II to replace Lee Iacocca as Ford Division President at 
the time. Program managers at Ford wanted the name 
for this new performance Mustang model to be called 
the SR2 Sedan Racing model, but Larry convinced the 
board that the Boss name was better.   
 

 
 
There were some other things I found out about the car 
which proved to be different than other production 
Mustangs of that era. For one, it sat lower, and I found 
out that Larry had lowered it like a Trans Am race 
car. Larry had also fabricated and installed a large rear 
sway bar. He also installed a burglar alarm in the trunk, 
an electric trunk-release latch, a tilt steering wheel, and 
rear disc brakes. It had many other different features, 
including a deluxe interior and having the slots under 
the hood all cut out. I kept all the original parts on the 
car, just the way they were when I bought it. Most 
others who owned the car probably would've thrown 
away the prototype parts and put on production parts. 
 
The Boss Mustang was Larry's first assignment when 
he was hired at Ford. There are many other cars he 
had worked on in Ford Design that you can read about 
in other articles, but it was clear that he was great at 
what he did as an automotive stylist.   
 
I've been told by several people that years later, Larry 
had tried to find this Boss Mustang prototype to buy 
back, but couldn't locate it. You simply can't believe 
how I felt after doing several years of research to finally 
receive all the documentation needed to prove what 
this Boss Mustang was! I have shown the car at several  
 

big Mustang shows when it was just pulled from 
storage unrestored, and it drew people from all over the 
world, with some of them saying they came to the show 
because the car was there and they wanted to see it. 
 

 
I've now fully restored the car to the exact way that 
Larry had it when he drove it at Ford, and I used NOS 
parts in the build. So far we’ve shown it twice in its 
newly restored condition, including at MOCSEM huge 
“Mustang Memories” show at the Ford Product 
Development Center in Dearborn.   
 

 
My wife Danette and my entire family hope to be able to 
travel with me all over showing the Boss and being able 
to meet many real car people and talk Mustangs. 
Owning this special car has been a great experience.   
 
One thing we hope for by showing this car is that more 
young people get car fever. The car hobby is one of the 
greater things that kids can get involved with and have 
fun while learning a lot about cars and meeting a lot of 
good people. We feel fortunate to own this unique Boss 
Mustang which started it all. I wish I could've met Larry 
Shinoda, but we hope Larry is now happy in his next life 
 
looking down at his beautiful car which still is 
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appreciated and looks great today.   
 

 
There’s one more thing I need to share. I’ve read in 
magazines that after Larry got this prototype done, he 
went over to the GM executive parking lot when his 
buddies were getting out of work and burnt rubber all 
over the lot with his Mustang! In fact, when I displayed 
this car in Mustang Alley during Detroit’s massive 
annual Woodward Dream Cruise, a man came up to 
me and told me he remembers years ago working with 
Larry at Ford and going with Larry to do just that. So if 
you, remember, reading this in articles about Larry – it 
turns out it is true! 
 

 
Which reminds me. When I rebuilt the motor, we were 
very surprised at all of the things that Larry had done to 
the engine to make it so fast – which is why Larry could 
run against other Boss 302s and be a lot faster – even 
with the A/C on! (which was another thing that has 
been mentioned in some old magazine articles).  
Our thanks to Bob Perkins and Phil Schultz, who did 
the NOS Parts restoration on this one-of-a-kind 
Mustang. No Mustang owner could ask for a higher 
level of perfection than what these guys delivered. I 
have a feeling Larry would have wanted it that way! 
 

Classifieds  

For Sale - 1969 Instrument cluster trim bezel with 
woodgrain applique in light teak (early 69 Mach 1 
color and applique will fit 1970 molded base part) 
and lens group (w/o tach). Woodgrain and 
stamped base in excellent condition, molded 
plastic base is usable as one of the tabs around 
steering column is missing. This part will not fit 
1970 steering column (repro of this molded part 
for 1969 or 1970 in NPD catalog is $279.95). 
69/70 passenger side trim bezel with woodgrain 
applique in light teak includes Mach 1 clock, lens, 
map light, "Mustang" nameplate. Clock works 
within 1-2 minutes in 24 hours, light works. 
Woodgrain and stamped applique is very good 
condition, molded base part is also very good 
condition with both tabs present. These parts 
individually cost $970 in NPD catalog although the 
Mach 1 clock is not available. Will sell kit for $650 
obo. Also available is A/T upper trim bezel with 
woodgrain trim plate (light teak color) for 1970 
center console, in nearly new condition. NPD 
catalog pricing is $134, asking $65, or trade for 
A/T Base trim level (camera case) upper trim plate 
and Shelby 2-gauge pod bezel (goes in ash tray 
opening of console). Call Tim 248-933-4841. 
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For Sale - Hellion single turbo kit, only put about 
10,000 miles on it. $3500 - should be complete, 
just pulled it off the car. Jim Carolan - 
jcarolan75@comcast.net.  

 

 

 

 

For Sale - Custom fabricated 6 point roll bar with 
swing out door bars for 2005-14 Mustang 
convertible - $950. Jim Carolan - 
jcarolan75@comcast.net. 

 

For Sale - 2005 Mustang,28,500 original miles, 

V6, all leather Roush interior, performance white 
with painted black stripe, GT front and rear clips, 
full SST dual exhaust w/ Flow Master muffs. 
AM/FM, CD/DVD, Blue tooth, sequential tail lights, 
very clean must see. $11,500.00 call Bret 313 
937-1945.  

 

 

mailto:jcarolan75@comcast.net
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For Sale - 1968 302-4V Mustang Convertible. Runs and 

drives great. Body paint and chrome in great condition. Deluxe 

parchment interior with center console and tilt away steering 

wheel. New wiring under dash, engine compartment and to 

power top/trunk. New gas tank with new fuel lines from tank to 

fuel pump. New power steering lines and cylinder. Standard non 

power drum brakes. C4 automatic transmission. Price $27,500. 

Contact me at mitchell@radonfamily.com or 734-223-8686. 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 
For Sale - 1965 Mustang 2+2 Fastback in Rangoon red and 

red interior, with 289ci 4 barrel V8 (225hp) and C4 automatic 

transmission.. Assembled in Dearborn on or about September 4, 

1964, this Mustang was one of the early fastbacks to come off 

the line. 80 % restored, at its most recent appraisal in 2012 it 

was rated as “very good.” Both the engine and transmission 

have been re-built with 4,000 new miles on them. Factory front 

disc brakes, with Trans Am Racing brake booster duel reservoir 

system added as well as all new Summit Racing rotors/pads and 

new rear shoes. This Mustang also has factory power steering 

and factory installed air conditioning. The air conditioning was 

removed but all parts were retained and are included as well as 

some other parts such as interior trim pieces, rear light 

surrounds and original hub caps. Other features include front lap 

belt/shoulder harnesses, Tank Armor gas tank safety cover, 

Kenwood 501 radio/cassette and kick panel speakers. Asking 

$23,900 but will consider serous offers. Contact Tom at 

TomPope7550@yahoo.com.  

mailto:TomPope7550@yahoo.com
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For Sale - All items listed below for sale by Mark Hamilton, 

(313) 563-1892 

 New radiator in box for 1966 to 1968 Lincoln $200 

 AM/FM 8-track radio for 1966 to 1967 Lincoln, 

freshened May 2009, $400 OBO 

 8 hub caps for 1966 to 1967 Lincoln, make offer 

 Armrests with walnut side panel for 1966 to 1967 

Lincoln 

 Mac scanner diagnostic tool not just code checker, 

1980 to 2009 updates around $200 

 Aero airchain fall button operated $200 

 1974 Schwinn cruiser 10 speed bike with red chrome 

wheels, no rust 
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