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About MOCSEM 
 
The Mustang Owners Club of SouthEastern Michigan 
(MOCSEM) was founded in November 1975 by a group of 
people with the desire to protect the Ford Mustang’s role 
as one of the most attractive and fun-filled cars ever 
made. We are enthusiasts of all ages and from all walks of 
life who are enjoying a love affair with all generations of 
America’s premier Pony Car. Whether it’s a coupe, 
convertible or fastback from 1964½ to the current models, 
we love them all. The mission of MOCSEM club members 
is to enjoy, collect, restore, and preserve the history of the 
Mustang along with the stories of the people and the roles 
that they played in making this one of the greatest cars of 
all time. Although Mustang ownership is not a requirement 
for club membership, your enthusiasm, expertise, and / or 
love of the automobile are most welcome. 
 
Many of our club members own one or more Mustangs in 
varying body styles, models and years. Members are 
always exchanging information, providing sources for 
parts, literature and helpful hints for restoring or 
maintaining their Mustangs. Our members are a diverse 
group of individuals, located throughout Southeastern 
Michigan and all share an appreciation for the Mustang. 
 
Our general membership meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month. Our monthly newsletter, The 
Accelerator, provides the members with reports on club 
activities, technical information, feature stories, Ford and 
Mustang news and product information, advertisements 
and business service locations, and more. 
 
Some club activities include car shows, picnics, sporting 
events, cruise nights, museum tours, visits to automotive 
attractions and happenings, and technical sessions. 

General Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the 
second

 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at: 

 
American Legion Stitt Post No. 232 
23850 Military 
Dearborn Heights, MI 

(behind the Bone Yard BBQ, 
off northbound Telegraph, south of Warren) 

  

Doors open at 6 p.m. A buffet dinner will be served at 6:30 
p.m. for $15 per-person which includes choice of 3 
Entrees, 6 Sides and Dessert, plus beverages (now 
INCLUDING beer and wine). Venue has a dedicated lot 
for pre-meeting hood raising, so come early and then 
continue to socialize over dinner. Meetings begin at 7:30 
p.m. and usually run until around 9. For more info, check 
out the event calendar at www.mocsem.com. General 
meetings are open to the public, often include guest 
speakers, and are a great way to learn more about the 
Mustang, the club and its board and members. 

 

Newsletter  

The Accelerator is published monthly as the official 
newsletter of MOCSEM and is available ONLY via the 
club web site at www.mocsem.com. Due to publishing 
costs that the club can no longer afford, hard copies are 
no longer printed and mailed out. All correspondence 
concerning The Accelerator should be sent to the Editor: 
 
John Clor 
jclor@carsincontext.com 
 

Membership 

Membership dues for MOCSEM are $35.00 USD per year. 
To join, simply download the membership form posted on 
www.mocsem.com, or just pick up a form at one of our 
meetings or events and send payment to: 
 
MOCSEM 
P.O. Box 39088 
Redford, MI 48239 
 
Classified ads are available to MOCSEM members free of 
charge and run online and in The Accelerator for 3 
months. Articles and classified ads for The Accelerator 
must be submitted to the editor by the 15

th
 of the month to 

be considered for publication the following month. 
Submissions may be edited for content and grammar. 
Except as noted, all published articles become the 
property of MOCSEM and may not be reprinted without 
permission of the editor. Views and opinions expressed in 
the newsletter are not necessarily those of the club, 
officers, membership, editor or advertisers. MOCSEM, 
Inc., does not necessarily endorse the businesses and/or 
services which advertise in The Accelerator. 

http://www.mocsem.com/
http://www.mocsem.com/
mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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The Boss' Corner 
 
By Mike Rey 
MOCSEM President 
 
Another Year Now 

  In the Books! 
 
Well, I must admit that 2016 has come and gone quickly, 
but the holidays are now upon us and 2017 is right around 
the corner. We have some new board members and some 
returning ones for next year. We are already looking 
forward to our annual planning meeting for 2017 in early 
February, when we will be working with multiple regional 
clubs to set up joint events so that more participants in our 
hobby can enjoy. Some new events will be happening this 
year and some old favorites will be returning as well. 
 
On a happy note, we have our Web Admin back, so we 
expect that our club communications will improve greatly. 
We’re also planning some very special "members only" 
events that will clearly show you the benefits of being a 
MOCSEM member. What’s more, you can look for special 
guests from Ford and the Mustang world to be speaking at 
our General Meetings throughout the year! Plus, we now 
have a new general meeting location for 2017 to not only 
offer a better food and beverage experience for our 
attending members and guests, but also to help keep 
meetings from becoming such a drain on club finances. 
 

 
 
With all that we have on tap, we’re sure that 2017 will turn 
out to be another great year for MOCSEM. We wish all of 
you a very happy, healthy and safe holiday season!  
 
I hope to see everyone at a MOCSEM function very soon! 
 

--- Mike Rey 

2016 MOCSEM Board of Directors 
 

  
  

 

President 
Mike Rey 

aces16@comcast.net 
313.304.5244 

 

Vice President 
Jennifer Smith 

dutashark@yahoo.com 
734.755.8250 

 

Treasurer 
Rich Kocan 

rkocan@twmi.rr.com 
248.349.2114 

 

Secretary 
Lisa Sielski 

lisa.sielski@aol.com 
734.560.8343 

 

Membership 
Sarah Cassette 

sarahcassette@hotmail.com  
734.770.0085 

 

Social Director 
Jeff Beyar 

jakkbeyar@wowway.com 
313.310.1720 

 

Merchandise 
Tracey Rey 

aces16@comcast.net 
313.304.0701 

 

Club Ambassador 
Mike Sové 

mi66stang@comcast.net 
248.355.1477 

 
 

Trustee 
Bill Smith 

diverwillis@yahoo.com 
734.755.8251 

 

Editor 
John Clor 

jclor@carsincontext.com 
313.886.7434 
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General Meeting Minutes 
 

     By Lisa Sielski 
                           MOCSEM Secretary 
 

MOCSEM Oct. Membership Meeting Minutes 
 

Tues., October 11, 2016, 7:30 p.m., 
at Warren Valley in Dearborn Heights, MI 

(placed on file in the MOCSEM club records) 
 

Tues., November 8, 2016, 7:30 p.m., 
at Warren Valley in Dearborn Heights, MI 

(as per below:) 
 

Board Members Present: Mike Rey, Jennifer Smith, 

Lisa Sielski, Rich Kocan, Sarah Cassette, Jeff Beyar, Bill 
Smith, John Clor, Tracey Rey, Mike Sove. 
  
Board Members Absent: John Clor, Tracey Rey, Mike 

Sove. 
 
Mike opened with a discussion of the pressing topics and 
some of the major club announcements. 
  

 First up was the high overhead cost of holding our 

club meetings at the Warren Valley facility each 

month. The club has incurred an $8K loss in the 

past year at the current venue due mostly to not 

meeting the minimum dinner count minimums. A 

new meeting location has been found just 1 mile 

east of our current venue, and it offers more menu 

items with more entrees to choose from and all 

beverages included. It is called Stitt Hall, located 

at Warren and Telegraph. An announcement will 

be made in the weeks to come with the hopes of 

the move saving MOCSEM up to $5k a year. 

 Next was more feedback from our annual 

Mustang Memories show at Ford World HQ. We 

were told that the chalk used to mark the cement 

was not coming up, despite having no issues in 

the past. The club may need to add a clean-up 

truck to power wash the cement when the event is 

over to keep Ford happy. An anniversary plan for 

a few cars is again a possibility for next year.   

 The final Board meeting of the year is set for next  

 

for next Tuesday. Plans for the Appreciation 

Dinner are still underway. The event will be held 

at Warren Valley on December 3
rd, 

Members who 

did not work the show can sign up on the website 

and pay for dinner if they wish to attend.  

 The club has had some PayPal issues in the last 

two months which are being investigated. We are 

also looking into doing some events for the 

upcoming year with other clubs in the area. Event 

suggestions were requested from the members. 

 “Toys for Tots” will be supported at our December 

meeting along with our Christmas party for the 

children who will be attending the meeting. Some 

U.S. Marines will be there to collect the toys.  

 Bill and Jennifer Smith will be running the Midway 

at Mustang Memories 2017. The club noted that 

they do a great job and thanked them both for 

volunteering to run that operation for the ’17 show. 

 For next year’s Blessing of the Bikes car show 

featuring the Mustang on May 21
st
, Village Ford 

will now be involved.  

 MOCSEM would like to support the call to help a 

local Food Pantry, “Bread of Life,” which is 

partnering with Meijer’s this holiday season. For 

every $10 donated this Saturday, Meijer’s will 

donate $30. This fundraiser, being held at the 

Allen Park Meijer’s, runs through December 31. 

 
Guest Speakers:  Adam and Ritchie from Magic City 
Collision Shop, in Dearborn, which is now a new sponsor 
of MOCSEM. (J&J Collision was sold and is now a car 
dealership.) The pair has 10 years into the business, 
offering a 15% discount on all repairs for MOCSEM 
members. They have an employee who specializes in 
Mustangs, and most all insurance plans are accepted. The 
handle deductibles and provide rentals. They also have a 
very good business reputation with no complaints.   
 
Board Reports 
 
Jennifer Smith – No report  
 
Lisa Sielski, Secretary – No report 
 
Rich Kocan, Treasurer – Reported on the club’s ledger 
balances and amounts cleared by the end of last month. 
He reported there is a total of $45,913 currently in the club 
bank account, with $269 in PayPal and $1,664 in the 
MOCSEM Scholarship Fund, with a total of $1,720 
collected at the Chili Cook-Off event.   
 
Jeff Beyar, Social Director – A reminder that the date for 
the Mustang Memories worker appreciation dinner was set 
for 12/03 and that the 12/13 General Membership meeting 
at Warren Valley will include a children’s “Meet Santa” and 
gift distribution event after dinner. 
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Sarah Cassette, Membership – Announced the paid 
membership level is now at 501 current members 
 
Bill Smith, Trustee – No report 
 
John Clor, Editor – Absent 
 
Tracey Rey, Merchandise – Absent 
 
Mike Sove, Club Ambassador – Absent 
 
Certificate Presentations – No 5-, 10-, 15- or 20-year 
member certificates were able to be awarded by Mike Rey 
this month 
 
New Members – Three new members were introduced 
and welcomed into the MOCSEM family  
 
Swap & Sell – It was requested that the items mentioned 
at the meeting should be listed on the MOCSEM website 
 
50/50 Raffle – The $87 first prize was won by Jerry Worful 
and Mike Kerby won the second prize of $74 
 
There being no further business, the General Meeting was 
adjourned. The next meeting will be held at Warren Valley 
on Tuesday, December 13th, at 7:30 p.m. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 

          -- Lisa Sielski,    
MOCSEM Secretary  

 

On The MOCSEM Calendar  

By Jeff Beyar 
MOCSEM Social Director  
 

The End of the Road for 2016 
 
Well another year is almost over. I am sure all of our 
Ponies have been into hibernation for the cold winter by 
now. Even though most of our classic Mustangs head off 
for storage between the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays, there are still some fun Mustang things to do in 
the final moth of the year if your happen to be a MOCSEM 
member. One of them is an even that makes our club 
quite unique: We actually hold an “Appreciation Dinner” for 
those members who volunteered their time to work our 
annual mega-show, Mustang Memories. To that end, on 
 
Saturday, December 3

rd
 we held our annual “Thank You” 

supper for Mustang Memories workers, who enjoyed a 

FREE dinner night at Warren Valley. The special menu 
that was provided on this particular evening consisted of 
Herb roasted chicken, Beef Tenderloin with mushroom 
sauce, Pasta with marinara sauce, Roasted green beams  
Garlic mashed potatoes, plus Salad & Rolls. 
 

 
 
While there was no charge for the 2016 Mustang 
Memories workers, any non- worker was welcome to join 
fellow members by paying $25 at the door. Pre-dinner 
entertainment was set up by John Clor, who brought his 
projector to show the Hollywood movie “A Faster Horse” in 
which he, Mike Rey and other MOCSEM members had 
appeared. (If you haven’t seen it yet, you need to own a 
copy! See our MOCSEM Merchandise Director at the next 
meeting to add this 90-minute documentary to your 
Mustang memorabilia collection. (And yes, lots of fine gifts 
were given away – including another big, flat-screen TV!). 
This fun, free dinner night is reason alone for you to sign 
up to work the Mustang Memories show for 2017! 
 

 
 
And Yes, Virginia, there IS a Santa Claus – especially if 
you are a MOCSEM member and signed up for our annual 
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“Kids Night” at the Tuesday, December 13
th
 general 

meeting. Not only did Santa stay for a photo-op with the 
children and give out presents to all the good little girls 
and boys in attendance, but many members also brought 
new, unwrapped toys for “Toys for Tots”. A couple of U.S. 
Marines were there to accept our donations.  
 

 
 
The menu was kid-friendly, too: Chicken tenders, Pizza, 
BBQ Meatballs, Fries, Salad and Desert. It was the last 
meeting for the 2016 MOCSEM board; your new board will 
be installed at the January 2017 meeting. 
 
We’ve often heard John Clor talk about the importance of 
Millennials to Ford and how we need to get more young 
people involved with the club. To that end, I offer this 
photo of two Millennials that made most of what I did 
during my time as social director possible. 
 

 
Allana Beyar (L), Beyer grandbaby Aurora, and Tristen Franklin  

 
This picture of Allana Beyar and Tristen Franklin. (with my 
granddaughter Aurora) was taken at the reception table 
for the December meeting. Not only did they work as our 
cashiers, but they also picked up Santa’s toys from my 

house and brought them to Warren Valley, unloaded them 
and schlepped them upstairs. They also had picked up my 
two granddaughters to bring along for the festivities. After 
Santa’s visit, they helped take the donated toys back 
downstairs and into my van, then took the kids home. The 
next day they delivered the toys to the Toys for Tots drop-
off location. 
 
MOCSEM needs the ability to spotlight the young people 
that are active in our organization and recognize one each 
year for going above and beyond. (I can attest that our 
Scholarship Award is a great incentive to get young 
people involved and active in MOCSEM.) I’m proud of my 
daughter, Allana, who has put in quite the effort in 2016: 
 

 She sold 50/50 at the at Village Ford spring swap 

 She worked the door almost every month for our 
General meetings 

 She worked parking at Mustang Memories 

 She sold 50/50 and made salsa for the MOCSEM 
chili cook-off 

 She picked up balloons and table snacks for the 
Memories appreciation dinner and helped get 
everything ready 

 She shopped with my wife Kimmie and I for the 
kids Christmas gifts and wrapped them with us 

 She served as Santa’s helper as above at the 
December general meeting 

 
Better still, Allana also enlisted the help of other young 
people along the way. In addition to Tristen Franklin, one 
of her BFF’s (you see, I know the some of that young 
lingo!) she’s also included Kailey Crosato, Alex 
Leporowski and Libby Penley Without the help of all of 
them, I would have failed miserably at my duties as 2016 
Social Director. 
 
Although I would not call my performance this past year a 
success, that’s not why I will not be coming back to the 
Board next month; I just need to have more time for my 
work and family, so need to step back a bit. However, 
Mike Magri has agreed to serve as Social Director for 
2017. I’m sure Mike will do a great job and I wish him well. 
  
I will still be active in MOCSEM and will be helping Mike 
wherever I can. It has been a pleasure working with the 
board and helping our club. 
 
If any of you have some time you can possibly spare in 
the coming year, please consider stepping up to help lead 
MOCSEM in the future as the club is always in need of 
new ideas, energy and leaders. I wish all a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

-- Jeff Beyar 
MOCSEM Social Director 
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MOCSEM’s 2nd Annual Chili Cookoff 
Fundraiser Proves a Red-Hot Success 
 
The second annual MOCSEM Chili Cookoff Fundraiser 
turned out to be a big success by all measures, thanks to 
a good number of generous MOCSEM members and 
some spectacular fall weather. It was a sunny and 
comfortable 65 degrees on our event date of November 5, 
2016 – wow!  
 

 
 
Better still, the event raised some $1,420 for the 
MOCSEM scholarship account, thanks to the support of 
our donors of the raffle prizes and our event sponsors, 
who picked up the tab for all the expenses. 
 

 
 
The fun part was tasting and enjoying all of the chili (and 
the salsa) that was part of the contest. Selecting our 
favorites was tough work, but when the votes were added 
up, the winners for the “People’s Choice Chili” were: 
 
1

st 
Place -- Jeff Beyar       

2
nd 

Place -- Carmen Dell 
3

rd 
Place -- Lil Dominak 

 
Winners for the “People’s Choice Salsa” were: 
 
1

st
 Place -- Dawn Davis 

Runner-Up -- Allana Beyar 
 
And the winner of our “Trivia Contest” was Sue Berardi. 
 

 
 
Jeff Beyer took 1

st
 for his chili; daughter Allan’s salsa placed 2

ndr 
 
What really made the event work was the support of our 
club’s loyal membership. There were over 100 people in 
attendance this year! Our sincere “Thank You!” goes out 
to all the hard work and dedication of the attendees and 
especially the volunteers who made this event possible. 
 
More thanks are in store for our sponsors. Their generous 
raffle gifts (they covered more than two large tables!) 
made everyone who attended walk away with a prize of 
their choice.  
 

 
 
Of course, sponsors who support MOCSEM also deserve 
the support of our members in return .To that end, please 
support the following event sponsors: Park Place Caterers 
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/ Dawn’s Designs / Bangkok 96 Restaurant / Brammer 
Landscaping / Ol’Thyme Good Humor Ice Cream / Henry 
Ford College Hospitality Department / Ice Sculptors / 
Drivers Rehabilitation Center of Michigan / Gary Ray’s 
Chili / and Tom Yee’s Cooking Team. 
 
Also deserving our thanks are this year’s Scholarship 
Committee members, who put countless hours of time and 
energy into this event. They are: Bill and Dawn Davis / 
Judy and Stan Plecha / Norma and Lonnie Brammer / 
Phyllis Berk 
 

 
 
Finally, a very special “Thank You” goes to Norma and 
Lonnie Brammer for hosting this event. Their beautiful 
home proved the perfect setting. I only had to come up 
with a bigger truck for this event, but they provided their 
whole house and property! Again, a big MOCSEM thank 
you to all, and I look forward to next year! 
 

--- Richard Teeple, Event Chairperson 
 

MOCSEM Awards Annual Scholarship 
to Allana Beyer at Mustang Memories 
 
The MOCSEM Scholarship Committee was pleased to 
announce its selection for the annual MOCSEM 
Scholarship at the 2016 Mustang Memories show. This 
year’s recipient is again Allana Beyar. Congratulations, 
Allana!  
 
She received $1,000 from the MOCSEM Scholarship 
Fund toward her education at Wayne County Community 
College. For the second consecutive year, the Scholarship 
Committee had voted to recognize Allana’s notable 
contributions to our hobby and to our club, and wishes her 
continued success in her educational goals. 
 
The Mustang Owners Club of Southeastern Michigan 
Scholarship Fund was created to encourage and reward 
youth participation in MOCSEM and the Mustang hobby. 
The scholarship provides a financial award to be used for 

college/university/trade school training. It is available to all 
MOCSEM members and their immediate family members. 
 
Our thanks go to MOCSEM members for contributing to 
this fund. We also wish to thank the MOCSEM 
Scholarship Committee members, who work on both 
fundraising efforts and the selection process: Phyllis Berk / 
Norma & Lonnie Brammer / Dawn & Bill Davis / Stan & 
Judy Plecha. 
 

--- Richard Teeple, Scholarship Committee Chair 
 

Becoming Repeat Scholarship Winner 
both a ‘Surprise . . . and an Honor!’ 
 
Editor’s Note: Below is a letter we received from 
MOCSEM member Allana Beyer after she was awarded 
the 2016 MOCSEM Scholarship: 
 
What a surprise! 
 
I would like to thank MOCSEM and its Scholarship 
Committee for allowing me the honor of winning the 
MOCSEM Scholarship for 2016. Since I was awarded the 
scholarship last year, I was extremely surprised to be 
awarded this year as well. I can tell you that I am very 
grateful for this scholarship! 
 
As some may already know, I am an avid Mustang lover 
through-and-through. I was born-and-raised loving Ford 
Motor Company. As a Mustang owner, I continue to make 
improvements on my Bright Atlantic Blue 2000 convertible 
myself, with a lot of guidance from my father, Jeff Beyar. I 
plan to continue restoring and upgrading my car and 
buying a 2015 convertible as a daily driver when I’m finally 
able to make my 2000 Mustang into a show car. 
 
In addition to getting an opportunity for the club 
scholarship, the best thing about being an active member 
is that I have met a lot of amazing people through 
MOCSEM, as well as having a lot of fun volunteering. I 
continue to tell my friends about the club. 
 
I would also like to thank all of the MOCSEM members for 
supporting my journey through school. I am currently 
attending Wayne County Community College for nursing, 
as well as the Hazy Institute to become a Certified Nursing 
Assistant. Once certified, I can start work in my field 
immediately. By the Fall of 2017 I will be starting the 
nursing program at WCCCD. After graduation, I plan to 
work as a licensed Trauma nurse. My goal is to travel the 
world applying my nursing skills as much as possible. 
 
I really was completely surprised when I was again 
awarded the MOCSEM Scholarship -- and overjoyed. This 
scholarship is a huge blessing and helps me immensely.  
 
Thank you so much, MOCSEM!  

--- Sincerely, Allana R. Beyar 
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Motor City Musings  
 

By John Clor 
MOCSEM Editor  

 
Like the Holidays, the Future of 
Our Hobby Is All About The Kids! 
 
With 2017 upon us, it’s a good time to 
look for ways we can all work to make 

the Mustang club experience better for everyone – and 
that includes those young people who are not currently 
involved with the hobby. If you’ve been to our membership 
meetings this year, then you’ve likely heard me speak 
about the challenges that automakers are facing these 
days marketing our new vehicles to young people. 
 

 
  
I'm sure you've seen all the reports in the media about 
how Millennials (those in the 18-34 age group) don't really 
care that much about cars. They are getting their licenses 
later, waiting a lot longer to get a car, and are driving less 
when they do buy one. 
 
Studies from the esteemed halls of academia as well as 
from those geniuses in the market research world have 
sounded the Chicken Little alarm that the sky is falling on 
the future of the automobile business. Yup, they see proof 
that our young people all prefer ride-sharing, autonomous 
cars, public transport or -- god forbid -- bicycles, instead of 
owning and driving their own cars. They say kids just don't 
like cars anymore, plain and simple, and that America's 
love affair with the automobile is dead! 
 
But for those of us who know our own children better than 
the studies would indicate, we totally understand how the 
severe economic depression that has gripped our country 
over the last decade has really put the whammy on the 
next up-and-coming generation. We actually know 
firsthand -- many of them are still living at home because 
they can't get a decent paying job. Some are even what  

 

 
 
we call "Boomerang Kids" -- ones who come back home 
after college to live in our basement because they couldn't 
find work in their chosen career field.  
 
But let’s consider the underlying forces here: The Mustang 
was, is, and forever will be – well, cool. Old or new, young 
or old, it’s the real deal, an authentic American brand, a 
true automotive icon. That said, driving remains a joy and 
a privilege, and the Mustang hobby is to be cherished by 
those of all ages. So how do we keep this going? 

My solution is that we need to get kids involved in the 
hobby at an early age. We need to make our Mustang 
clubs and car shows more appealing to young people. Oh 
sure, you can tap into the “Take A Kid to a Car Show” 
program online (www.takeakidtoacarshow.com), a 
program sponsored by SEMA which offers coloring book 
pages that you can print off, or even a free downloadable 
app that lets kids color images of cars on an iPhone or 
iPad. The goal is to show young people that they’re 
welcome to share in the excitement at the show. It also 
tells parents and local officials that this is a family oriented 
hobby. But we can do so much more. 

When I ask Gen Y’s who are nonplussed about the car 
show scene why they don't want to go with me to a 
Mustang show, they say the shows are “just a bunch of 
older people sitting on lawn chairs in the parking lot next 
to their cars that you can’t touch.” Fair enough. So I’ve 
been using my on-site time at shows across the country 
these past few years to chat with kids and teens and 
twentysomethings. I want to learn how we could make a 
club show fun for them. 

Part of my mission at Ford Performance is to connect with 
enthusiasts on their own turf. Sure, Ford is often a major 
player at most of the big automotive shows and events all 
over the globe. But not all of us can attend these epic auto 
happenings. In fact, for most of us who are members in 
our local Mustang club, our experience reaches only as far 
as our own club's cruise-in, meeting or annual show. So 
how do we make our activities more family friendly? 

Yes, some clubs bring crayons for kids to color with or 
hold model car contests for teens at their shows, and 
that’s great. But others have a "Bounce House" or have 
staged "Big Wheel" races for the little tykes. Others have 
 

http://www.takeakidtoacarshow.com/
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Motor City Musings . . . Continued 

 
featured a real fire truck to climb on, thanks to the local 
Fire Department. I’ve even seen clubs purchase some of  
of those battery powered PowerWheels ride-on toys and 
then hire high-school teens to run a timed “autocross” set 
up at the car show for toddlers and tikes? Some even had 
the top lap time in each group get an age-appropriate 
prize during the show awards ceremony. 

Speaking of teens, why not hire them to run concessions 
or sell raffle tickets as part of the cost of the show? That 
investment will draw other teens to “work” for the club. We 
pay to have DJ’s, photographers and sometimes food 
trailers, so why not pay teens to help run part of the show 
infrastructure, especially for set-up, vote tallying and 
clean-up, with club members supervising instead of 
always doing? The investment could pay off later. The 
more teens hang out with the club at the show – even as a 
job – the more they’ll be exposed to our hobby. 

Better still, let’s get them directly involved: Maybe the club 
could provide a movie theatre gift card to the winner of the 
best video coverage of a club event posted on Facebook 
or YouTube. Teens could register at the show and use 
their own smartphones or cameras, then come to a post-
show club meeting to play their videos, and have 
members vote for their favorite. Same goes with written 
coverage of an event or show: A local school or college 
class or youth club could be invited to have written essay 
or photo essay contests at the show, with winners 
awarded concert, sports or amusement park tickets. 

For twentysomethings, why not get the art community 
involved? Have the club buy an old roller Mustang, and 
haul it to the show, parking it on a tarp. Then divide the 

local college art class into two teams, each designing a 
paint scheme for their half of the car using watercolor 
paints and brushes during the show. Have attendees vote 
on their favorite, and give out Starbucks or store gift cards 
to the winning team at the awards ceremony. Or what 
about young musicians? We could set aside part of the 
show for a battle of the bands, or stage a “Mustang Idol” 
karaoke-style 25-and-under singing competition. 

You see, there’s lots of different ways we can involve the 
Gen Y generation and Millennials in our Mustang club 
world that can make ’em feel like a meaningful participant 
rather than just an onlooker. We can show them how cars 
can be more than just a transportation appliance, and why 
a car like a Mustang can be food for the soul. Like the 
“Take A Kid To A Car Show” folks say, Life is full of 
choices for our young people. By sharing your passion for 
“cool cars,” you may help them make positive ones. 

I’ll take it a step further. With no “adult” MOCSEM member 
volunteering to become the next Editor or even to help me 
put together issues of ‘The Accelerator’ – how about this 
offer: If you know of a school-aged young person who 
likes to read and write, or wants to become an author 
someday, or even one who wants to learn a little about the 
communications world – have them contact me and I will 
work with them to become MOCSEM’s “Assistant Editor.” 
 
I’ll invite them to my office at Ford Performance to learn 
the ropes on how we communicate to car enthusiasts, 
give them advice on writing and editing, public speaking 
and even their school assignments. If they like what they 
are learning, I can even invite them to be a special guest 
on my Cable Access TV show, “Cars In Context!”  
 
If any of these ideas inspire you or have got you thinking 
of other ideas on how we can get young people involved 
in MOCSEM, by all means speak up – or better still, step 
up and manage a youth program for us. Just ask Allana 
Beyer if helping MOCSEM is rewarding. Happy New Year!  

 
About John Clor: Veteran journalist John Clor has owned, 
raced, worked on and written about Fords and Mustangs for 
nearly 40 years. After a 15-year career at The Detroit News, Clor 
shifted to automotive journalism with stints at AutoWeek and 
later Edmunds.com. He joined the Ford Special Vehicle Team in 
1995 and spent the better part of the next decade working on 
SVT Communications, PR and Marketing. Since 2007 he’s been 
managing a club outreach program and enthusiast 
communications for Ford Racing, which he does today for Ford 
Performance while managing Enthusiast content on 
FordPerformance.com. Clor is an Iacocca Award Winner, author 
of the new book Mustang 2015 as well as Mustang Dynasty 
(2007 & 2009), editor of MOCSEM's "Accelerator" newsletter, 
and host of his own local cable-access TV show, “Cars In 
Context.” He’s also a member of several Ford-based car-clubs, 
and is the proud owner of two ’70s era Mustangs, including one 
he calls "a long-term project." The views and opinions he 
expresses here are his own. If you have a story idea, 
submission, suggestion or even a comment, send it to John via 
his home email – jclor@carsincontext.com. 

mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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MOCSEM MEMBER OF THE MONTH 

 

George Magro’s 1964-1/2 Mustang Convertible 

 
For George Magro, Reviving 1st Gen 
Convertible a Blast from His Past 
 
Editor’s Note: MOCSEM member George Magro of 
Milford, Michigan, is no stranger to the Mustang hobby. 
George is a National Director of the Mustang Club of 
America, and had asked fellow MOCSEM members who 
also happen to be current MCA members for their support 
in his bid for a spot on the 2017 MCA Board of Directors. 
Here, he offers us the story behind his ’64-1/2 droptop: 
 
When I decided to find an early Gen I Mustang, I asked 
friends on both coasts as well as in the Southwest to keep 
an eye out for me. That went on for about a year and I 
started to get a little disheartened. 
 
Then one day I was online rummaging through Craigslist 
and saw one that was located right here in my hometown 
of Milford, only about 3 miles from my house. I went to 
look it over and decided it was the one! I knew it needed a 
lot of TLC, but bought it anyway. 
 
It was never about investing the money for me. It was 
about saving not only a piece of Mustang history but 
revisiting a part of my past. You see, I drove a Rangoon 
Red first-gen Mustang coupe all through college and it 
never let me down once. Along the way, it had gained a 
very big chunk of my heart. 
 
When I found my new (old) Mustang online and then 
discovered that it was originally Rangoon Red with a white 
and red interior, I knew I just had to breathe life back into it 
and make it mine. It was worth all the effort and money 
because this car always makes me smile. 
 
I drive it a lot – about 2,000 to 3,000 miles every year, so it 
had to be dependable . . . and it is.   

  
I purchased the car back in 2008 and restored it in 2010. I 
did most of the detail work myself but had experts do the 
body repairs (which included both doors and the whole 
floor pan, from the toe boards to the back seats, plus all 4 
torque boxes and both inner rockers) and the paint.   
  
My good friend Mike Evans (of Roush, and more formally 
Engine Builder of the Year for three years in a row for 
SCORE/HDRA off road racing) had worked his magic on  
the engine – it’s now at about 340 horsepower compared 
to the original D-Code 289 4-barrell rating of 210 HP from 
back in 1964½. Other than the doors and floors, the rest of 
the exterior sheet metal is original. 
  
When I bought the car, its interior was white with black 
trim, which was incorrect for this VIN, so everything had to 
be removed and replaced with the proper white with red 
trim interior, including the dash pad, carpet and seat 
belts. I car’s interior color was even the wrong shade of 
white, so it had to be reshot with the correct white color.   
  

 
 
Needless to say, it has been a labor of love! After the car 
was finally done, my wife asked me, “What are you going 
to do next?” (meaning, am I going to get and work on 
another car – yes, my wife IS amazing!), and I just said, 
“I’m going to drive it!” 
 

 
 
Rather surprised by my answer, she asked, “Don’t you 
want to do another car?” But I assured her: “No – this is 
the car I’ve always wanted, and now I just want to drive it 
and enjoy it!” 
 
So that’s exactly what I do . . . with a smile on my face! 
 
--- George Magro 
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Mustangs and Fords in The News  
 
Editor’s Note: In case you’re living under a rock and 
for some unexplainable reason don’t yet get the weekly 
“Fast News From Ford Performance” email, we’ll 
choose a few interesting Mustang media items to 
appear in this space each month you may have missed: 

 
Detroit News Reports ‘Ford’s Garage’ 
Themed Restaurant Coming to Dearborn 
 
‘Ford's Garage,’ a Blue Oval-themed restaurant chain with 
four locations in Florida, is going to be opening a new 
venue in the heart of Dearborn soon, according to a report 
in The Detroit News. 
 

 
 
The paper recently reported that Ford Land – the real 
estate arm of Ford Motor Company – has begun 
construction on the 13,000-square-foot restaurant at 
21367 Michigan Avenue. Ford Land licenses the name to 
an independent company which operated the restaurants.  
It is scheduled to open in the spring (sounds like a 
MOCSEM cruise event will be in order!) 
 
“We are proud to bring Ford’s Garage to our hometown 
and celebrate Ford Motor Company’s rich history with the 
community,” Donna Inch, Ford land Chairwoman and 
CEO, said in a statement. “This development supports our 
long-standing commitment to building a thriving mixed-use 
community in Dearborn and compliments Ford’s 10-year 
campus transformation plan.” 
 
According to the newspaper report, the restaurant will be 
styled after a 1920’s-era service garage and will include 
Model T-era décor. It will feature a number of gourmet 
burgers and more than 100 craft beers. The menu is said 
to include a 10-pound hamburger called Henry Ford’s 
“Hub Cap” billed as “10 pounds of black Angus beef the 
size of a model T wheel, sandwiched between a brioche 
bun the size of a seat cushion.” The “Hub Cap” carries a 

$125 price tag – unless you finish it yourself within two 
hours, in which case it is free. 
 
“Ford’s Garage offers a truly unique dining experience,” 
Billy Downs, Dearborn manager, told The Detroit News. “It 
is an honor to be part of the Ford Motor Company brand, 
especially here in Henry Ford’s own backyard.” 
 

New Huron Twp. Car Condo Proposal 
Includes State’s Largest Road Course 
 
Some MOCSEM members are already familiar with the 
new enthusiast venue in Southeast Michigan called the 
“M1 Concourse.” The new “Car Condo” and track facility 
has had the Detroit area car community buzzing since 
summer. It’s a place where car owners can enjoy their 
passion for all things automotive and motorsports by 
having their own private “car condo” garage surrounded 
by other enthusiasts, plus on-site repair and restoration 
shops, restaurants and even a performance track. 
 

 
 
Champion Motor Speedway is a 1.5-mile road course that 
serves as the central feature of the M1 Concourse, which 
is located right on famed Woodward Avenue in Pontiac. 
Other facilities there include a multi-purpose outdoor event 
arena with a 2.5 acre skid-pad, and covered event spaces 
that can accommodate groups of 500 people. 
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Mustangs and Fords in The News … Cont’d 
 
As a means of gaining local notoriety among enthusiasts 
in the region, the M1 Concourse has hosted various small 
events for folks to get a glimpse of the facility, track, and 
garage area. Earlier in the year, the venue began hosting 
weekend “Cars and Coffee” events; one hosted by Car 
and Driver magazine had attracted so many cars that the 
show field overflowed onto the track itself! In early 
October, M1 hosted a Mustang and Shelby event for 
various regional Mustang clubs, and several MOCSEM 
owners attended to display their ‘Stangs on-site for a car 
show and a lead-follow track session. 
 

 
 
Well, it appears the whole “Car Condo” and track idea is 
catching on. According to a report in Southgate’s The 
News Herald newspaper, a $10 million undertaking is in 
the works for one Ypsilanti car enthusiast who is hoping to 
build a car condo complex – complete with the longest 
road course in all of Michigan – on the site of the former 
Pinnacle Race Course in Huron Township. 
 
The story identifies John Ottino, a competitive race car 
driver and developer of Heritage Farms Motorplex, as the 
man who hopes to bring more car condos to the Motor 
City area on 312 acres of land in the township. 

Reporter Keith Salowich explained in his News-Herald 
story that a car condo is an area to shelter, display and 
work on cars away from the house, and Ottino’s proposed 
complex will offer the added benefit of a 2.5-mile road 
course to test drive cars. The finished complex will have 
17 buildings and 522 car condos ranging in size from 525 
square feet to 2,400 square feet. 

“We’re looking for car people,” Ottino told the reporter. 
“We’re not necessarily just looking for guys who have 
Maseratis, Lamborghinis or Ferraris. I always tell guys: ‘I 
don’t care if you race lawnmowers.’ If that’s their passion 
and they need a place, then we can help them out.” 

Ottino owns two cars and snowmobiles, and quickly ran 
out of garage space that he also must share with his wife. 
This shortage of space inspired Ottino to develop the 
plans for Heritage Farms Motorplex. 

Ottino plans on spreading the word about his coming 
complex at over 80 car shows this year. 

“I get more response out of women at car shows for the 
car condos because it gets all of the stuff out of their 
garage and away from their home,” he told the 
newspaper. “They can park in their garage in the 
wintertime and the guys can have their cars and 
motorcycles at a separate location where they can have 
their buddies over and spill beer on the floor. That’s why a 
lot of women are interested, because they get their 
garages back.” 

Ottino did not acknowledge the M! Concourse project in 
the report. Rather, he told The News herald that he drew 
much of the inspiration for this project from an existing car 
condo complex in Minneapolis, called the AutoMotorPlex. 

“They actually started in 2007 and I watched their 
progress, which was really interesting because it was the 
height of the recession, but people were still buying car 
condos like they’re popcorn,” he was quoted as saying. 

In addition to the condos and track, a 4,000-square-foot 
clubhouse featuring an office, meeting room, fireplace, 
catering kitchen, swimming pool and patio overlooking the 
track also is being planned. Ottino also said he has heard 
from museums hoping to relocate pieces of automotive 
history to the complex upon its completion. 

“We want to make it a country club type of atmosphere 
based on automotive and racing themes,” Ottino told The 
News-Herald. “It’s going to evolve into a lot of different 
things as we go.” 

 

John Ottino, a competitive race car driver and developer of 
Heritage Farms Motorplex, hopes to bring car condos 312 acres 
of land in Huron Township. Adding a staircase and mezzanine 
area like in the above rendering can offer expanded space to car 
condo owners – some of whom have added full kitchens, wine 
cellars and even basketball hoops to their car condo.   
 
(Southgate News-Herald photo courtesy John Ottino) 

Ottino teamed up with Brian McNamara of Wolverine 
Lake, founder of Gearhead Homes, who sells homes with 
a focus on large garages for working on cars and other 
machines. Like other members of the development team, 
McNamara prides himself on a passion for cars. 
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Mustangs and Fords in The News … Cont’d  

 
“The people that are involved in putting this whole thing 
together and selling the car condos are passionate about 
the whole thing,” McNamara told the reporter. “We’re all 
car enthusiasts, so this is actually a passion for us and 
we’re not just out to make a buck.” 

The importance of the community beyond the complex 
also was reportedly considered by the pair, who are 
already establishing a nonprofit charity program. 

“What we’re trying to do is give back to the community,” 
Ottino was quoted as saying. “For each car condo that we 
sell, we’re going to give $500 to our Vets, Pets and Kids 
Program. It’s all part of us helping out the community and 
that’s the whole idea.  

The News Herald story reported that Heritage Farms 
Motorplex is still accepting reservations in the form of a 
refundable $500 deposit. Those interested in reserving 
their own car condos can reach Ottino at 734-355-8480, or 
by visiting the www.heritagefarmsmotorplex.com website. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Look What We Found on Social Media: 
 

 

 

MOCSEM Classifieds  
 
Editor’s Note: For information on placing ads and the 
most up-to-date listings of MOCSEM Classifieds, 
please check our website, www.MOCSEM.com 

 
For Sale - 1966 Mustang 289, 2-barrel cast-iron heads 

with rebuilt valve guides and hardened seats. Have not 

been used since they were rebuilt by Thompson motors, 

Plant City, Florida. $500. Contact Russ at trrem@aol.com.  

  

For Sale - Set of 4 original equipment Ford 1973 Mustang 

slotted disc wheels and center caps. 14 x 6“, 5-lug; very 

good condition. $450. Call Ken (734) 282-3951.  

 

  

 

  

For Sale - 2013 MCA upper grille, with Tri-bar badge – 

removed with 5,000 miles on the car. Good condition, no 

broken tabs. $125. Also: 

--- Nitto Motivo all season tires 235-50x18 (4 of them). 

About 20,000 miles on them. $150  

--- Blizzak snow tires, mounted on 2011 wheels. $700. Set 

of 2011 GT 18" wheels with Blizzak WS60 Snow Tires and 

TPMS sensors. Tires 245/50/18 with 11/32 tread on all 4.  

--- Hurst roll control line lock system, never installed!  $75  

--- Weather Tech front floor mats. $75  

--- MUSTANG lighted door sills – removed with 5,000 

miles on the car when I got custom door sills. Good 

shape, one tab slightly damaged. $50 

--- Custom 6-point roll bar with door swing-outs for S197 

convertible. Asking $750 

--- CDC-RTR chin spoiler for 2013-14 S197. Has a scrape 

on passenger side, painted body color (Race Red) $25 

--- Stock front spoiler lip for 2013-14. $10 

--- SCT X3 tuner, unlocked and unmarried. $200 

--- 2005-14 convertible boot cover, barely used. $75 

--- Front turn signals for 2006 Mustang. $10 each 

For offers or more info on any of the above, contact: 

Jim Carolan: jcarolan75@comcast.net.  

 

http://www.heritagefarmsmotorplex.com/
http://www.mocsem.com/
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MOCSEM Classifieds . . . Continued  

 
Free – Low-mileage ’95 GT factory stock parts! (Offered in 
the fall; to be scrapped this winter): 
 
Free to a good home: Great condition, low mileage, 20+ 
year old factory stock pieces from my Mustang GT that've 
been in the garage too long. I can send a Dropbox link to 
pictures of some of it if anyone is interested. 

Have stuff like a stock throttle body, T-5 shifter, GT brake 
calipers and brackets (w/Performance Friction pads) and 
what I'm pretty sure is the strut tower brace that came with 
the SVO GT-40 package that I bought in '96. It came off of 
the car in '99 to make room for some Kenny Brown stuff. 
Plus have '95 GT ring and pinion (3.08 for 8.8" axle), coil 
springs, headers and factory catalytic H-pipe.  
 
I was going to scrap these parts, but I've decided to have 
a go at giving them away first. I'm located on Olmstead 
Street near Michigan Ave. and Outer Drive in Dearborn.  
I can be reached best via email, kgr132@att.net, but you 
can also call my mobile at 313-410-6653. If I don't answer, 
please leave a message and/or text. I cannot always 
answer my personal phone when working. 
 
If these parts are still in my garage when the snow gets 
deep, they're scrap. I'll feel guilty throwing them out, but I 
have no use for them. Did I mention they're in really good 
condition and free? Thanks -- Keith Ramsay 
 
For Sale -- 1994 Mustang AODE Rebuilt Automatic Trans. 
I bought a rebuilt 1994 Mustang AODE transmission off 
Craigslist for $700 while on trip to Atlanta this summer and 
brought it home to install in my 1994 Mustang GT. Except 
after Oval Auto installed it, the car stalled on takeoff as if 
the trans was binding. Reinstalling it with a new torque 
converter gave the same result, so after taking the trans 
back out and opening it to see if a problem could be 
found, decision was made to simply rebuild original trans. 

Guy in Georgia who sold me the trans would neither repair 
it nor issue refund, so I now have no use for this 
transmission. Read the actual Craigslist Ad below that 
described the transmission I purchased: 

MUSTANG TRANSMISSION - $700 (Dallas, GA) 
"1994 AODE automatic transmission, 302 5.0 liter bolt 
pattern, freshly rebuilt with a transgo shift kit, mustang 
valve body, new bands, clutches, steels, seals, gaskets , 
servos and bushings, updated spiral lock ring and ratchet 
drum, no converter $700 , 6~7~8 . 7~0~9 . 2~8~4~7 Fits 
Mustang F150 LTD Crown Vic Mercury Marquis Explorer 
with 302 5.0 liter SBF" 
 
If you know about these transmissions and can diagnose 
why this rebuilt unit didn’t function properly, you will be 

 

 
 
getting a rebuilt trans for LESS than the price of a core 
charge -- $300 -- so my loss is your gain. You can even 
call the guy and see if he'll talk to you about it -- he never 
answered my call or texts after I told him I wanted a 
refund. Since it's not worth the cost of me driving back to 
Atlanta to deal with him, I'd rather just sell it as-is with 
honest disclosure. Likely worth the price of the new trans 
parts alone, so why deal with a junkyard trans? Come get 
it out of my garage. Email jclor@carsincontext.com. 
 
For Sale – Shelby GT350 / S550 6-Point Seat Harness 
Brackets, developed by former Chief Mustang Engineer 

 

mailto:kgr132@att.net
mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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MOCSEM Classifieds . . . Continued 
 
Art Hyde and Mike Black. These Custom brackets to 
mount 6-Point harnesses into a S550 Mustang using the 
factory rear seat track mounts. They fit great and provide 
comfortable belt geometry. Attached are photos of the 
finished product.  If you are interested, they cost $250 for 
both sides. You can contact Mike (John Black 
boss1969dna@gmail.com) to get some made for your car.  
 

 
 

 

For Sale: 10-12 plastic tubs full of assorted OEM Auto 
Press Kits. A former professional autowriter gave me 18 
file boxes full of old OEM auto company Press Kits. These 
are the auto manufacturer product information kits given 
only to the motoring media for them to have full vehicle 
information and photography for their car magazine stories 
-- they are NOT available to the general public. 
 
Most people have never seen an automotive press kit, but 
car enthusiasts LOVE them and consider them highly 
collectible. Auto companies NO LONGER MAKE PRESS 
KITS these days and simply provide the media with links 
to access new vehicle info and photos online. 
 
I transferred the contents of the 18 file boxes into about 
10-12 large plastic tubs full of press kits. They seem to 
cover most import auto brands currently available in the 
U.S. and some domestic OEM manufacturer media kits 
produced by the car companies between, say, 1999 and 
around 2008 (tho there are no Ford or Chevrolet kits that I 
could see). Some were older, and some newer. 
 
I have NOT gone through all the tubs kit-by-kit, nor am I 
going to go through them all to list and photograph them 
all. You could do that, post them on ebay to auto buffs and 
make hundreds of dollars on this deal -- even if you just 
sell them for a few bucks each at a flea market or car 
show. And you’d get to keep the buckets! 
 
I want to sell all the tubs at once, so you will need to come 
with a pickup truck or van and load all the tubs yourself -- 
some are heavy. Some kits are custom ring-binders with 
printed pages and color slide photography; others are 
custom booklets, many others are DVDs and photo CD's 
in plastic cases. 
 
You MUST take them all with NO picking through the 
cases -- I will not separate or make single kit sales. Some 
car Press Kits can sell on ebay for $50-$100 each! I'd 
guess there are at least a couple of hundred kits in these 
tubs, so if you sold each for only $5, you could make 
hundreds on this deal -- and likely much more. 
 
The tubs are stacked and stored with lids in a garage near 
Detroit Metro Airport. You might find some real collectible 
gems in there, and I’m only asking $10 per tub – and the 
tubs themselves cost $8, so that’s only $2 for the kits 
inside each Yup, just $100 takes it all, so price is FIRM.  
 
These kits RARELY come up for sale in a bulk buy, so 
don't hesitate -- get them before some car collector who 
knows their true value scoops these up! I don't have more 
info, so don't email me with specific questions. Email me 
at jclor@carsincontext.com 
 
Wanted – I’d like to purchase a used enclosed car 
hauler/trailer which can be used to transfer a 2014 
Mustang. Please email info and pictures to Paul Carthew 
#3887: paul@remhomesolutions.com. Thank you. 
 

mailto:boss1969dna@gmail.com
mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
mailto:paul@remhomesolutions.com
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Please Support Our Sponsors 
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