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About MOCSEM 
The Mustang Owners Club of SouthEastern Michigan 
(MOCSEM) was founded in November 1975 by a group 
of people with the desire to protect the Ford Mustang’s 
role as one of the most attractive and fun-filled cars 
ever made. We are enthusiasts of all ages and from all 
walks of life who are enjoying a love affair with all 
generations of America’s premier Pony Car. Whether 
it’s a coupe, convertible or fastback from 1964½ to the 
current models, we love them all. The mission of 
MOCSEM club members is to enjoy, collect, restore, and 
preserve the history of the Mustang along with the 
stories of the people and the roles that they played in 
making this one of the greatest cars of all time. 
Although Mustang ownership is not a requirement for 
club membership, your enthusiasm, expertise, and / or 
love of the automobile are most welcome. 

Many of our club members own one or more Mustangs 
in varying body styles, models and years. Members are 
always exchanging information, providing sources for 
parts, literature and helpful hints for restoring or 
maintaining their Mustangs. Our members are a diverse 
group of individuals, located throughout Southeastern 
Michigan and all share an appreciation for the Mustang. 

Our general membership meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month. Our monthly 
newsletter, The Accelerator, provides the members 
with reports on club activities, technical information, 
feature stories, Ford and Mustang news and product 
information, advertisements and business service 
locations, and more. 

Some club activities include car shows, picnics, sporting 
events, cruise nights, museum tours, visits to 
automotive attractions and happenings, and technical 
sessions. 

General Meetings 
General membership meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at: 

American Legion Stitt Post No. 232 
23850 Military 
Dearborn Heights, MI 
(behind the Bone Yard BBQ, 
off northbound Telegraph, south of Warren) 

Doors open at 6 p.m. A buffet dinner will be served at 
6:30 p.m. See www.mocsem.com for menu and cost. 
Venue has a dedicated lot for pre-meeting hood raising, 
so come early and then continue to socialize over 
dinner. Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. and usually run 
until around 9. For more info, check out the event 
calendar at www.mocsem.com. General meetings are 
open to the public, often include guest speakers, and 
are a great way to learn more about the Mustang, the 
club and its board and members. 

Newsletter  

The Accelerator is published bi-monthly as the official 
newsletter of MOCSEM and is available ONLY via the 
club web site at www.mocsem.com. Due to publishing 
costs that the club can no longer afford, hard copies are 
no longer printed and mailed out. All correspondence 
concerning The Accelerator should be sent to the Editor: 
 
John Clor 
jclor@carsincontext.com  

Membership 
Membership dues for MOCSEM are $35.00 USD per 
year. To join, simply download the membership form 
posted on www.mocsem.com, or just pick up a form at 
one of our meetings or events and send payment to: 

MOCSEM 
P.O. Box 39088 
Redford, MI 48239 

http://www.mocsem.com/
http://www.mocsem.com/
http://www.mocsem.com/
mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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Classified ads are available to MOCSEM members free 
of charge and run online and in The Accelerator for 3 
months. Articles and classified ads for The Accelerator 
must be submitted to the editor by the 15th of the 
month to be considered for publication the following 
month. Submissions may be edited for content and 
grammar. Except as noted, all published articles become 
the property of MOCSEM and may not be reprinted 
without permission of the editor. Views and opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are not necessarily those of 
the club, officers, membership, editor or advertisers. 
MOCSEM, Inc., does not necessarily endorse the 
businesses and/or services which advertise in 
The Accelerator. 

2017 Board of Directors 
President 
Mike Rey 
aces16@aol.com 

Vice President 
Sarah Cassette 
sarahcassette@hotmail.com 

Secretary 
Lisa Sielski 
lisa.sielski@aol.com 

Treasurer 
Rich Kocan 
rkocan@twmi.rr.com 

Membership 
Kathy Janus 
kathyholcombjanus@gmail.com 

Social Director 
Mike Magri 
mikemagri@hotmail.com 

Editor 
John Clor 
jclor@carsincontext.com 

Merchandise 
Kim Purdy 
littlemorkie@gmail.com 

Trustee 
Gary Dell 
gdell1@comcast.net 

Web Site Administrator 
Craig Zygmunt 
craigzygmunt@comcast.net 

Club Ambassador 
Mike Sove’ 
mi66stang@comcast.net 

 

The Boss' Corner 
By Mike Rey 
MOCSEM President 

And…They’re Off! 
Spring has sprung, and that 
means the ponies are all coming out of the barns. A 
great example of this was during our local gathering for 
National Mustang Day. (Of course, everybody knows 
that Mustang’s “official” birthday is April 17th, but to 

keep things happening on the weekend, National 
Mustang Day 2017 was celebrated on April 15th.) 
MOCSEM, along with SAAC-MCR, hosted the Detroit 
area’s 2nd annual National Mustang Day event. It all 
started with a nice meet-and-greet and photo 
opportunity in front of Ford World Headquarters.  

 

Then it was off to Gateway Classic Cars on Rotunda 
Drive in Dearborn, where about 150 members of both 
clubs got to tour the amazing collection of vehicles on 
display and for sale) there, including some members’ 
cars as well. Gateway has always been top-notch with 
helping us with events. It was the first time being there 
for many of our members, despite Gateway hosting a 
club meeting for us there last year. More photo ops 
were taken inside and out at Gateway (where some of 
our members already attend their Last-Saturday-of-the 
Month “Cars and Coffee” events). Finally, it was off to 
Lifetime MOCSEM Member and Ford Exec Mike 
Berardi's private Mustang collection. Mike always goes 
above and beyond to accommodate us for tours and 
sharing a day with us and his fine cars. The club 
provided lunch for all those who attended, who all also 
received a National Mustang Day window cling for their 
vehicle. (Thanks to our editor, John Clor, full coverage of 
the event was posted in the Enthusiasts section of 
FordPerformance.com under “Quick Look.”) Once again 
our co-hosted National Mustang Day activities turned 
out to be a huge success and a great way to start off the 
show season! 

Well, here is the real eye-opener: In only a little over 
three months it will be time for Mustang Memories 
2017! That’s right, we just started the event season and 
the countdown to our big annual show has already 
begun! Please, “Pre Register” for this great event, as we 
are now off to the races and have over 100 registrations 
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after just the first couple weeks since registration has 
opened! So don’t wait -- register online or in person 
today! I hope to see everyone at the ROUSH General 
meeting on May 9th! 

General Meeting Minutes 
By Lisa Sielski 
MOCSEM Secretary 

MOCSEM March 2017 Membership 
Meeting Minutes 
Tues., March 14, 2017, 7:30 p.m., 
at American Legion Stitt Post No. 232 
Dearborn Heights, MI 

 (With Special Guest Speaker Bob Aikins, 
Lead Stylist on SVO Mustang 
and Guests Giuliano Zuccato, Ford clay modeler on ’65 
Mustang & Ford Performance engineer Nick Terzes.) 

(placed on file in the MOCSEM club records) 

MOCSEM April 2017 Membership Meeting Minutes 
Tues., April 11, 2017, 7:30 p.m., 
at Motor City Solutions 
Taylor, MI 
(as per below:) 

Board Members Present: Mike Rey – President; Sarah 
Cassette – Vice President; Lisa Sielski – Secretary; Rich 
Kocan – Treasurer; Kathy Janis– Membership; Mike Magri 
– Social Director; John Clor – Editor; Kim Purdy  – 
Merchandise; Gary Dell – Trustee; Mike Sove – Club 
Ambassador; Craig Zygmunt -- Web Site Administrator  

Meeting opened by Mike Rey, President, Board Members 
were introduced.   

A special Thank You was announced to our sponsor, Motor 
City Solutions, for hosting tonight’s event.  

Guest Speakers: A representative from Motor City 
Solution addressed the group on what they do in the shop 
– everything from painting, interior, mechanicals and 
engine – right down to routine maintenance and an oil 
change.   

A representative was on hand at tonight’s meeting to 
discuss the Nieman Marcus 2016 Mustang featured in 
their catalog. Production of the vehicle was stopped due 
to legal issues, leaving a supply of these vehicles available 

to be sold.  The special conditions were discussed and 
members interested were encouraged to contact Russ 
Milne Ford in Macomb Township for further information.  

John Clor announced that Edsel Ford II was selling his 2015 
Ford Mustang 50th Anniversary Limited Edition Mustang, 
car No. 50. It is white in color, with 40 miles on it. Price is 
$55,000 Firm. More information about this vehicle is to be 
posted on the MOCSEM website. John also announced 
that Ford Performance will be giving away a 2018 Mustang 
with information to be posted online soon..   

Mike Rey addressed the members with an opportunity to 
go to spend a data at Milan Dragway on June 17 from 12 
noon to 3 p.m. Day would include a catered lunch. Event 
information will be posted on FB and MOCSEM website.   
It was also announced that our National Mustang Day 
event is set for Saturday, April 15 at Ford WHQ starting at 
9 a.m. for a photo shoot. We would then depart to 
Gateway Classic Cars in Dearborn for a restroom stop and 
to tour their showroom. We had planned a stop at the 
Automotive Hall of Fame, but they will not be open, so we 
asked Mike Berardi to host tour of his car collection.  
National Mustang Day window clings will be given out to 
all those attending the event. 

Other MOCSEM events being planned include Poker Runs 
and Scavenger Hunts. The club is still working out those 
details, with more information to come.  

Also, the April 27th Culver’s cruise in will be held from 6-9 
p.m. at Warren and Newburg; we would like to see a big 
turnout at this event. In other news, Mustang Memories 
hotels (a total of 4 of them) will be sponsoring us this year; 
all information is on our website. MOCSEM is still looking 
for sponsors. While we has lost a couple, we are gaining 
others. It’s important for members to understand that our 
club sponsors are extremely important to the success of 
our activities. If you have ideas on any potential sponsors, 
please let us Mike Rey. If there is a sponsor found who 
donates $350 or higher, the club member who brings in 
the sponsor will receive one year membership for free. 

On the question of MOCSEM logo car flags, we have a new 
supplier and expect to have some car flags back in stock 
soon. 

For a picnic style outing this year, a club pot luck dinner is 
planned at Lonnie’s house for July 8. The club will supply 
burgers and dogs, and members are asked to sign up on 
the website to bring a side dish. Our thanks to Lonnie for 
volunteering his home for the party!   
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On a side note, the Toledo Mustangs has disbanded their 
club; we will reach out to see if any of those members 
would be interested in joining MOCSEM.   

Finally, we have an update about Flat Rock plant tours: 
There will be no more walking tours of the Mustang plant, 
but they do have trolleys which only hold 2 to 3 people 
each, which would make it difficult for a Flat Rock tour as a 
club outing due to the limited number of people that can 
be taken on the trolley cars.    

Board Reports: 

John Clor, Editor -- The January/February Accelerator is 
out, March/April issue is already under construction 

Rich Kocan, Treasurer – Account stands at $39,575, less 
scholarship fund of $1,407, leaves $38,168.90. 

Kathy Janus, Membership -- 548 members, currently, 
with 95 already registered for Mustang Memories 

Craig Zygmunt, Web Administrator – New members 
addressed, plus how to find information on the website 

Lisa Sielski, Secretary – No report  

Mike Sove, Club Ambassador – Asked all who have any 
suggestions for club social events to contact him 

Sarah Cassette, Vice President – No report 

Gary Dell, Trustee – Swap meet, vendors are needed; 
also commented on his positive experience with having 
work on his Mustang done at Motor City Solutions 

Mike Magri, Social Director – No report 

Mike Rey, President – Asked all to watch club’s FB page 
and website for information related to upcoming events 

Kim Purdy, Merchandise – No report 

Certificate Presentations – Various 5- and 10-year  
member certificates were awarded by Mike Rey 

New Members – Four new members were introduced 
and welcomed into the MOCSEM family  

Swap & Sell – It was requested that the items 
mentioned at the meeting should be listed on the 
MOCSEM website 

50/50 Raffle – No raffle conducted at this evening 

There being no further business, the General Meeting 
was adjourned. The next meeting will be held at ROUSH 
Performance, 39555 Schoolcraft Road in Plymouth, MI, 
from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9th. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Sielski, MOCSEM Secretary 

On The MOCSEM Calendar  
By Mike Magri 
MOCSEM Social Director  

Here Come the MOCSEM Events! 
If you weren’t able to make it to 
some of our early events in April, 
there should be something on the calendar that you’d 
like to attend in May to help you get behind the wheel 
of your Mustang this spring. Our Web Administrator, 
Craig Zygmunt, sent out a MOCSEM email blast recently 
to all members who have a valid email address on file 
with the club. (If you didn’t get the email, then it’s time 
to update your member info!)  Here are some of the 
events that Craig had highlighted in his email: (Always 
remember that things can change so please visit 
www.mocsem.com for the latest information.)  

May General Meeting at ROUSH Performance 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017 / 7:15 pm – 8:45 pm 
ROUSH Performance 
39555 Schoolcraft Rd, Plymouth, MI 

Doors open at 6:00 pm. Do NOT arrive prior to 6 as employees are 
still present. 
Meeting Schedule: 

6:00 - 7:15: Tours and Complementary Hot Dogs Served  
7:15 - 8:45: Meeting  
8:45 - 9:00: Cleanup 

MCMM Great Lakes Stampede All Ford & Mustang Show 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 / 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Birch Run Outlet Mall 
12240 S. Beyer Rd., Birch Run, MI 

There will be a MOCSEM caravan to the show departing at 7:00 a.m. 
from the parking lot of the Marriott Hotel located at the Laurel Park 
Mall off 6 Mile Road between I-275 and Newburgh in Livonia. 

MOCSEM Cruise-In at Ashley's Westland 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 / 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Ashley's @ 7525 N. Wayne Rd, Westland, MI 

Come hang out with the club – and to sweeten the deal, Ashley's is 
offering cruisers 10% off their food bill! 

http://www.mocsem.com/
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Mustang Memories Registration is NOW OPEN! 
Registration is open for the 2017 Mustang Memories All 
Ford Car Show & Swap which will be held August 20th 
(rain or shine) at Ford World Headquarters in Dearborn. 
Space is limited and filling up fast, so pre-registration is 
strongly encouraged. (Pre-registration also speeds up 
your entry into the show.)  

(Note: Yes, this year's show will again be held the day 
after the Woodward Dream Cruise, and is it's everything 
a Ford enthusiast could ask for. We are expecting up to 
1,000 Ford powered vehicles. We’ll have judging and 
awards, a huge vendor midway, featured groups such as 
the Bullitt Nationals, GT500 50th Anniversary and 
Cougar 50th Anniversary, plus food trucks, kids 
activities, product raffle, women's row, and more! This 
show has no equal! Deadline to register judged vehicles 
is midnight July 23rd. Cost is $35. Deadline to register 
display vehicles is midnight August 16th. Cost is $25. All 
pre-registered vehicles (judged and display) will receive 
a goodie bag at the show. Day-of registration for display 
vehicles only will cost $25 (with a goodie bag not 
included).   

Motor City Musings  
By John Clor 
MOCSEM Editor  

Spring is Sprung and The Show Season 
Road Trips are Piling Up! 
While many of you have been back on the road with 
your Mustangs this spring, mine (sadly) remains in 
storage while I try to keep up with all the happenings 
that I’m experiencing in my job at Ford Performance so 
far this year.  

 

As I had mentioned in my recent column in Mustang 
Times, we are now fully moved out of the old Ford 
Racing building and have settled into our new offices in 
Allen Park across the street from the training facility for 
the World Champion Detroit Lions. Oops – did I say 
“World Champion?” Sorry -- I’m not supposed to talk 
about future product! 

It seems only a couple of weeks ago that I got back from 
MOCSEM’s “Club Summit” meetings and overnight 
seminar up in Birch Run. If only ALL of the regional clubs 
would take MOCSEM’s lead and get together for an 
annual brainstorming session to share ideas and “best 
practices,” the Mustang club world would be in a much 
better place. 

You need only to ask Al Selesky of the Mid Michigan 
Mustang Club (at left in pic below) or Rick Bishop of the 
West Michigan Mustang Club (at right in pic) about how 
much these meetings help all of the regional clubs. 

 

While other clubs attempt to compete with each other, 
this effort helps clubs work together to make all the 
clubs stronger, and is a shining example of Mike Rey’s 
leadership and commitment to the Mustang hobby. 

Then Autorama came to Cobo Hall, and while I was 
there taping my WMTV cable access TV show it was 
great to see so many MOCSEM members taking part in 
one of Detroit’s best-known annual car shows. 
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I soon got on the road to begin my Enthusiast Outreach 
work for Ford Performance, heading down to 
Pensacola, FL, to perform a Meet and Greet at the MCA 
Nationals, then again for a week in Charlotte, NC, to 
chase down stories for Fordperformance.com, visit the 
amazing Dennis Carpenter Reproduction Parts 
production facilities and (and Mustang museum 
collections), plus speak at the Carolina Regional 
Mustang Club meeting and attend the Charlotte Spring 
AutoFair. I’ve barely had a chance to catch up at the 
office before I head off for a western swing that will 
keep me on the road for four events over three 
consecutive weekends. 

That means I won’t be in town for the next MOCSEM 
meeting over at Roush Performance – but I am working 
with SN-95 Mustang Designer Bud Magaldi for his 
special  presentation at the June meeting – so be there! 

 

And no, the Focus RS contest now being promoted  by 
Ford Performance is NOT mine NOR the one I’d 
mentioned previously – stay tuned for the one I’ll be 
doing NEXT MONTH on behalf of Ford club members! 

About John Clor: Veteran journalist John Clor has owned, raced, 
worked on and written about Fords and Mustangs for nearly 40 
years. After a 15-year career at The Detroit News, Clor shifted to 
automotive journalism with stints at AutoWeek and later 
Edmunds.com. He joined the Ford Special Vehicle Team in 1995 and 
spent the better part of the next decade working on SVT 
Communications, PR and Marketing. Since 2007 he’s been managing 
a club outreach program and enthusiast communications for Ford 
Racing, which he does today for Ford Performance while managing 
Enthusiast content on FordPerformance.com. Clor is an Iacocca 
Award Winner, author of the new book Mustang 2015 as well as 
Mustang Dynasty (2007 & 2009), editor of MOCSEM's "Accelerator" 
newsletter, and host of his own local cable-access TV show, “Cars In 
Context.” He’s also a member of several Ford-based car-clubs, and is 
the proud owner of two ’70s era Mustangs, including one he calls "a 
long-term project." The views and opinions he expresses here are his 
own. If you have a story idea, submission, suggestion or even a 
comment, send it to John via his home email – 
jclor@carsincontext.com. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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MOCSEM Story of the Month 

 
Rendering of Ford’s Dearborn Campus after Rebuild 

Early Signs Appear of Ford’s 10-year, $1-billion Rebuild 
of Dearborn Campus 
Editor’s Note: MOCSEM usually features a Mustang that 
belongs to our “Member of The Month” in this space, 
but because none were submitted, it was decided to 
offer an update on the massive Ford campus rebuild 
project. To have you and your car featured here in the 
next issue of The Accelerator, email your story and 
photos to John Clor. 

Almost exactly one year ago, Ford Motor Company 
announced plans to drastically transform its Dearborn 
campus by redeveloping its outdated properties into a 
walkable, aesthetically pleasing work environment 
reminiscent of a college campus or Silicon Valley 
startup. 

Now a full year into this decade-long project, the 
automaker has just recently begun the relocation of 
some of its 20,000 employees currently spread 
throughout 70 Dearborn buildings into store properties-
turned-offices at the Fairlane Mall while they create 
essentially two main campuses — a product campus 
across the street from The Henry Ford Museum along 
Oakwood Boulevard, and a World Headquarters campus 
near the Glass House off Michigan Avenue. 

The idea is to create a modern, green and high-tech 
campus to foster innovation and help drive the 
company’s transition to an auto and a mobility 
company. The goal is to help make the 114-year-old car 

company an appealing landing spot for top, young 
automotive talent. 

The 10-year transformation of the company’s 60-plus-
year-old Dearborn facilities will mean more than 7.5 
million square feet of work space will need to be rebuilt. 
The old Product Development Center will become a 
walkable community with paths, trails and covered 
walkways, and will include a new design center and 
zero-waste sustainability showcase building with 
cutting-edge onsite employee services such as on-
demand shuttles, eBikes, autonomous vehicles, ultra-
high speed wireless connectivity and more green 
spaces.  

Work at the second campus calls for the complete 
renovation of the interior of the Glass House. Early 
renderings call for basketball courts, softball fields, 
walkable paths with lakes, flowers and trees, and a new 
Ford Credit facility next to WHQ. 

 

Demolition and construction work can already be seen 
happening while the framework for a number of new 
parking structures has begun to appear. Ford tapped 
SmithGroupJJR for the project, the same architecture 
and engineering firm that designed offices for Google, 
Microsoft, Tesla, the GM Tech Center and the University 
of Michigan and Indiana University. 
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The interior of all the new buildings will be designed 
with more collaborative work spaces, adjustable-height 
desks, natural lighting, indoor and outdoor cafes with 
Wi-Fi, and on-site fitness centers. The new buildings will 
deliver about 50 percent annual energy use reduction, 
and a significant water and storm water reduction. 

 

Already, two familiar landmarks on the PDC grounds – 
the east and west ponds built in the 1950s and situated 
across from each other on Village Road, have been 
drained. One will make room for a new parking deck, 
while the other will be redeveloped into a green space.  

Wildlife that lives around the ponds has been relocated 
to other Ford properties that have similar habitats. 

 

Another victim of the wrecking ball was the Wind 
Tunnel 2, which is located trackside on the Dearborn 
Proving Grounds.  Most recently used as a workshop 
and lab to support Vehicle Evaluation and Verification 
operations, the old 75,000-square-foot building was 
demolished to make room for a new, three-story 
Driving Dynamics Lab. 

Built in the 1920’s, Wind Tunnel 2 was once a small 
passenger terminal for the Ford Airport, one of the 
world’s first modern airports that operated from 1924 
to 1947. 

Making the biggest headlines to date has been Ford’s 
renovations turning the long-closed Lord & Taylor store 
in the Fairlane Mall into temporary offices for 1,800 
Engineering and Purchasing employees. The move 
makes Ford the largest tenant at the mall. 
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Key to the $1.2 billion Ford campus transformation was 
finding a place for dislocated employees to work while 
the demolition and construction of the new campus 
takes place.  

Lord & Taylor closed at Fairlane in 2006, leaving the 1.5-
million square foot mall with just three remaining 
anchor stores and remained vacant -- until Ford needed 
a lot of space near its campus. 

 

While some have dubbed the massive new office space 
“Ford & Taylor,” relocated workers find much to like 
about the modern new facility with lots of mall parking 
and nearby lunch choices.  

For ford fans, the only glaring problem with the campus 
rebuild plan is the lack of a consumer-facing brand-
building facility to replicate the old Ford Rotunda. 

(For more on that, and for some of the reasons why 
many of us in MOCSEM think the Rotunda needs to be 
part of ANY plan to rebuild the Ford footprint in 
Dearborn, read our Rotunda story below.) 

Lack of New Rotunda in Campus Rebuild a 
Lost Opportunity for the Ford Brand Legacy  
By Robert Musial  

Ford Motor Company’s massive 10-year renovation of 
its design and product development facilities will create 
a modern, green, high-tech campus consolidating its 
Dearborn workforce in 3.8-million square feet of all-
new 21st-Century office space. While the move is one 

that looks to Ford’s future, some Ford fans say it fails to 
properly represent and leverage the company’s legacy. 

 

Unveiled last May, the first phase of the plan had forced 
MOCSEM to move its Mustang Memories car show from 
the Product Development Center grounds back to the 
north parking lot of Ford World Headquarters. 

While employees and fans celebrate the new project, 
many wonder why Ford did not use this opportunity to 
replace one of the company’s most iconic buildings – 
the Ford Rotunda. The gone but never forgotten 
Rotunda became a consumer destination know the 
world over that showcased Ford engineering and 
opened the eyes of visitors to the innovation and 
imagination that had defined Ford Motor Company over 
its first half-century. 

Designed by the noted Albert Kahn, the exhibit building 
was created for the 1934 Chicago World’s Fair as a 
circular building with outer walls that simulated a 
stacked cluster of gears. When the fair ended, Ford 
brought the building back to Dearborn, reconstructing it 
as a reception building across Schaefer Road from what 
was then the company’s administration building. 

With Ford’s 50th-year celebration in 1953, the Rotunda 
was updated and reopened as a tourist attraction, 
complete with the addition of Buckminster Fuller’s first 
geodesic dome roof. The Rotunda quickly proved so 
popular that it became one of the top five tourist 
attractions in the country, pulling in more than 1.5 
million visitors annually – more than the Statue of 
Liberty and Mount Vernon! 

Outside, it featured a ¾-mile “Roads of the World” track 
that gave visitors rides in the company’s latest cars. 
Inside up a curved ramp, families could view a miniature 
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animated “City of the Future.” But the biggest draw was 
the Rotunda’s annual Christmas fantasy show, featuring 
towering trees with custom-made ornaments rising 
above new cars wrapped in holiday gift bows, a full-size 
Nativity scene and a miniature animated circus with 
thousands of tiny people and animals. 

 

Sadly, on November 9, 1962, as workers sprayed a 
waterproof sealer on the Rotunda’s domed roof, the 
building caught fire and was destroyed. The company’s 
extensive archives also housed in the building were 
saved – but everything else was a total loss. 

Ford decided not to rebuild the Rotunda, leaving only its 
name – Rotunda Drive – and the memories of those 
lucky enough to have enjoyed it. The site now houses 
much more modest technical education center for 
Henry Ford College. For those who experienced the 
wonder of Ford at the Rotunda and, in doing so, 
became a Ford fan for life, the lack of a new Rotunda as 
part of the company’s campus rebuilding plan isn’t one 
of Ford’s better ideas. 

Mustangs and Fords in The News  
By Robert Musial 

Editor’s Note: For some of the latest news headlines on 
Mustangs and Fords, check the MOCSEM website home 
page. There, we’ll regularly run feature items found in 
the weekly “Fast New” e-blast that you can sign up for 
on FordPerformance.com. Here, we look at some of the 
most interesting Mustang items making news in the 
media. 

New 2018 Mustang ‘Teasers’ Reveal Changes 
A video released recently by Ford, when added to 
information contained in other reports, reveal some of 
the big changes we will find on the 2018 Mustang. 
Ford’s split-screen video comparison shows a lower, 
sleeker hood and grille with a sharply-angled lower 
fascia lines and all-LED front lights. In back, the pony 
gets redesigned LED tail lamps and a slightly different 
bumper and fascia. 

 

Another video shows how the ignition button on the 
2018 pulses red at 30 beats a minute when the door is 
unlocked – which Ford says is the resting heartbeat of a 
pony! Other highlights include a 12-inch all-digital 
instrument cluster that owners can customize and an 
available all-new 10-speed automatic transmission. 
Added to 2018 update mix are 12 distinct alloy wheel 
choices and three new paint colors, including Orange 
Fury and the return of Kona Blue, last seen on 2014’s 
anniversary model. 

Perhaps the biggest news is that the 3.7-liter V6 will be 
retired, leaving the 2.3-liter turbocharged four as the 
base engine. Despite what hard-core Mustang fans may 
think, the 310-horsepower EcoBoost four has proven to 
be the highest volume engine in the Mustang lineup. 
The 2018 Mustang models hit Ford showrooms this fall. 

Win a Shelby GT350R -- and Preserve History! 
Here’s one that would look good in your garage – a rare 
2017 Shelby GT350R in Race Red. The most track-
capable Mustang every produced by Ford, this Shelby 
GT350R sports a 526-horsepower 5.2-liter Voodoo V-8 
with MagneRide suspension, Brembo brakes on 19-inch 
carbon-fiber wheels and the R-Electronics Package. 



The Accelerator January 2017 

MOCSEM • PO Box 39088, Redford, MI 48239 • www.mocsem.com Page 12 

 

This car is being given away by the Shelby American 
Collection in a raffle later this year. To enter to win, you 
need to make a donation to the Shelby American 
Collection car museum in Boulder, CO, a non-profit 501 
(c3) organization. The museum is dedicated to 
preserving the racing history and achievements of 
Carroll Shelby and the Shelby American racing team, 
and honors the rich history of the Cobra, the Shelby 
Mustang and the original Ford GT40 – cars that changed 
auto racing in the 1960s. 

In addition to a selection of these important cars, the 
museum has memorabilia from the famed drivers of 
that era, including Ken Miles, Dan Gurney, Bob 
Bondurant’ Phil Hill and others. Raffle prices are $25 for 
2 tickets plus 1 bonus ticket and up to $1,000 for 80 
tickets plus 120 bonus tickets. They’re on sale until 
September 2, 2017, when the drawing will be held. You 
don’t have to be present to win. For more info, check 
out www.shelbyamericancollection.org. 

April Marks 9 million – and 20 million – for Fords 
Since its fabled introduction in April of 1964, more than 
9 million Mustangs have been sold – but the month of 
April also marks another historical nugget for Ford. 

 

On April 13, 1931, the company produced its 20 
millionth car – a 1931 Model A slant-windshield Town 
Sedan 160B. 

The serial number was stamped on the engine block by 
Henry Ford himself before he and his son, Edsel Ford, 
drove it off the line at the Rouge Plant assembly plant. 

The company used the car for tours and promotion until 
the Henry Ford Museum sold it in 1940 for $550 to a 
family in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula – who still own it. 

Classified Ads 
Editor’s Note: For information on placing ads and the 
most up-to-date listings of MOCSEM Classifieds, please 
check our website, www.MOCSEM.com 

For Sale - (4) TSW Tremblants (Black) rims, PERFECT 
condition! Tires are Nitto 555, front have plenty of 
tread, but have some minor cracks, rears need replaced. 
Rims and tires were on the Mustang that I just 
purchased and am changing my setup. Front are 
20"x8.5" and Rears are 20"x10". Contact Bob @313-
319-7798. Priced at $950 OBO. 

  

For Sale - 2012 GT stock mufflers. Fits 11 to 14 GTs'. 
Less than 20K miles. $100.00. Call Dave at 248-462-
9327. 

 

http://www.shelbyamericancollection.org/
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For Sale - For Sale 2001 Bullitt Highly Modified High 
Mileage 127.000 Miles 1.7L Kenne Bell 9lb Pulley KB 
mono chip 2006 Dyno 360 rwhp Take off parts included: 
Stock Hood. hood scoop, rear 1/4 scoops, front and rear 
stock bumper covers, grille, rear seat, extra SVT rim, 4 
Bullitt Rims, Bullitt intake w/ twin throttle body, Set of 
MSD cops, set of tinted headlights, stock taillights, third 
brake light, etc.etc. must take all the extra stuff, I don’t 
want any lingering reminders. Bought the car new from 
Bill Brown Aug 2001. Magazine feature in 2009. MCA 
Pinnacle 3 times. $9500 Jim at 734-748-1964, I don’t 
pick up #s I don’t recognize. Leave msg, I will return 
call.   

  

For Sale - Set of 4 original equipment Ford 1973 
Mustang slotted disc wheels and center caps. 14 x 6 “, 5 
lug; very good condition. $450. Call Ken (734) 282-3951. 

  

For Sale - Shelby GT350/S550 6-Point Seat Harness 
Brackets, developed by former Chief Mustang Engineer 
Art Hyde and Mike Black. These Custom brackets to 
mount 6-Point harnesses into a S550 Mustang using the 
factory rear seat track mounts. They fit great and 
provide comfortable belt geometry. Attached are 
photos of the finished product. If you are interested, 
they cost $250 for both sides. You can contact Mike 
(John Black: boss1969dna@gmail.com) to get some 
made for your car. 

  

For Sale - 1994 Mustang AODE Rebuilt Automatic Trans. 
I bought a rebuilt 1994 Mustang AODE transmission off 
Craigslist for $700 while on trip to Atlanta this summer 
and brought it home to install in my 1994 Mustang GT. 
Except after Oval Auto installed it, the car stalled on 
takeoff as if the trans was binding. Reinstalling it with a 
new torque converter gave the same result, so after 
taking the trans back out and opening it to see if a 
problem could be found, decision was made to simply 
rebuild original trans. 

Guy in Georgia who sold me the trans would neither 
repair it nor issue refund, so I now have no use for this 
transmission. Read the actual Craigslist Ad below that 
described the transmission I purchased: 

MUSTANG TRANSMISSION - $700 (Dallas, GA) 
"1994 AODE automatic transmission, 302 5.0 liter bolt 
pattern, freshly rebuilt with a transgo shift kit, mustang 
valve body, new bands, clutches, steels, seals, gaskets , 
servos and bushings, updated spiral lock ring and 
ratchet drum, no converter $700 , 6~7~8 . 7~0~9 . 
2~8~4~7 Fits Mustang F150 LTD Crown Vic Mercury 
Marquis Explorer with 302 5.0 liter SBF" 

 

If you know about these transmissions and can diagnose 
why this rebuilt unit didn’t function properly, you will 
be getting a rebuilt trans for LESS than the price of a 
core charge -- $300 -- so my loss is your gain. You can 
even call the guy and see if he'll talk to you about it -- 
he never answered my call or texts after I told him I 
wanted a refund. Since it's not worth the cost of me 
driving back to Atlanta to deal with him, I'd rather just 
sell it as-is with honest disclosure. Likely worth the price 
of the new trans parts alone, so why deal with a 
junkyard trans? Come get it out of my garage. Email 
jclor@carsincontext.com. 

mailto:jclor@carsincontext.com
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